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Evening Prayer (Vespers) is a part of the Church’s Liturgy of the Hours.  Christians of the first four centuries would 
have been as familiar with this liturgical prayer form as they were with Sunday Eucharist because they framed their 
day with prayer. 
 
The “hinges” of the Liturgy of the Hours are Morning and Evening Prayer.  During Morning Prayer (Lauds), we dedi-
cate the day to the Lord and ask that our work, and the work of the Church, is blessed so that we become leaven for 
the world.  In Evening Prayer, we thank God for the gift of light (i.e., Christ our Light) and we make petition for divine 
protection during the night. 
 
With its rich use of the Scriptures (psalms, canticles, and readings), prayers of intercession, symbols and gestures, 
the Liturgy of the Hours deepens our appreciation for the rich tradition that is our Catholic faith. 
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His Holiness, Pope Francis 
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The Most Reverend Gregory L. Parkes 
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A Bishop’s coat of arms is distinguished by a sign of his rank.  That sign, placed over the shield, is a particular 
version of an ecclesiastical hat that was worn in processions as late as 1870.  The hat is low-crowned, flat and 
wide-brimmed.  On a bishop’s coat of arms, the hat is green and hanging from it are 12 green tassels, six on 
each side.  There is also a processional cross above the shield.  The cross on a bishop’s coat of arms has one 
bar, while an archbishop’s cross has two. 
  
Bishop Parkes’ coat of arms, by heraldic tradition, includes his personal coat of arms joined to that of his juris-
diction, in this case the Diocese of Saint Petersburg, which is represented on the two quadrants on the left-
hand side.  The inverted Latin cross within these two quadrants is used to honor St. Peter, who was nailed to a 
cross, head downwards, because he deemed himself unworthy to be crucified in the same manner as Jesus 
Christ.  The Spanish explorers and early missionaries who first brought the Gospel to Florida over five hundred 
years ago are acknowledged by the predominate colors of red and gold, and by the castle tower and lion, which 
were part of the coat of arms of the King of Spain.  The arrowhead in the base of the shield is recognition of the 
indigenous people of Florida.   Memorializing St. Jude the Apostle, the patron saint of the Diocese of St. Peters-
burg, is the halberd, or battleax, by which it is said he was martyred in Persia for preaching the Gospel. 
  
Regarding the right-side (or personal-side) of the coat of arms, Bishop Parkes has chosen to represent his family 
heritage and the dioceses in which he was ordained as a Priest and as a Bishop.  In the top right quadrant, the 
three stag heads are drawn directly from the Parkes family crest, and signify peace, purity and strength.  The 
stag heads are red to symbolize strength, nobility and fairness. 
  
The bottom quadrant includes elements found on the shields of the Diocese of Orlando and the Diocese of Pen-
sacola-Tallahassee.  The red Chi-Rho (overlapping Χ - Ρ) is taken from the two first letters of the Greek word for 
Christ, the Son of God and the center of all Christian faith.  It honors the Diocese of Orlando.  The Sacred Heart 
honors the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee; it represents the titular Cathedral of the Diocese located in Pen-
sacola. 
  
At the bottom of the coat of arms is a scroll inscribed with Bishop Parkes’ motto: “Nomini Tuo Da Gloriam” (“To 
Your Name, Give Glory”) taken from Psalm 115. 
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Prelude 

Ave Maria 
By Franz Biebl (1906-2001) 
The Diocesan Men’s Schola 
 

  Text: 
 

  The angel of the Lord announced to Mary 
  and she conceived by the Holy Spirit.    Hail Mary... 
   

  Behold the handmaiden of the Lord, 
  be it done unto me according to your word. 
 

  And the Word was made flesh 
  and dwelt among us.    Hail Mary… 

 
Procession 

Behold a Great Priest 
By Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594) 
Arranged by Aaron M. Williams 
The Diocesan Men’s Schola 

 
Invitation to Prayer      Stand as the procession enters 

 
All make the sign of the cross  as Bishop Parkes begins the greeting. 

 

 
 Bishop Parkes: 

 
 

Assembly: 

 
 

 
  Bishop Parkes: 

 
 

 
Assembly: 

 

 
 

Please silence all electronic devices prior to the ceremony. 
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Evening Hymn 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
Tune: divinum mysterium 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Be seated for the Psalmody 
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 THE PSALMODY  
 
     Psalm 141 

 

 Refrain:  Sing at the cantor’s direction: 
 

 
 
 
 

The verses are sung by the cantor & schola. 

 
     Psalm Prayer        Stand at the Bishop’s invitation 

 
     Psalm 49                       All sit 

 
Antiphon (Cantor first time; then ALL)  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Schola: Hear this, all you peoples, 

give ear, all who dwell in the world, 

people both high and low, 

rich and poor alike! 

  
ALL:  My mouth will utter wisdom. 

The reflections of my heart offer insight. 

I will incline my ear to a mystery; 

with the harp I will set forth my problem. 

  
Schola: Why should I fear in evil days 

the malice of the foes who surround me, 

those who trust in their wealth, 

and boast of the vastness of their riches? 

  
ALL:  No man can ransom a brother, 

nor pay a price to God for his life. 

How high is the price of his soul! 

The ransom can never be enough! 

No one can buy life unending, 

nor avoid coming to the grave. 
 

Continue next page  
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Schola: Anyone sees that the wise will die; 

the foolish will perish with the senseless, 

and leave their wealth to others. 

Their graves are their homes forever, 

their dwelling place from age to age, 

though lands were called by their names. 

 

ALL:  In his riches, man does not endure: 

he is like the beasts that are destroyed. 

 

Schola: This is the way of the foolish, 

the outcome of those pleased with their lot: 

like sheep they are driven to the grave, 

where death shall become their shepherd,  

     and the upright shall have dominion. 

  

ALL:  Their outward show wastes away with the morning, 

and the grave becomes their home. 

But God will ransom my soul from the grasp of hell; 

for he indeed will receive me. 

  

Schola: Then do not fear when a man grows rich, 

when the glory of his house increases. 

He takes nothing with him when he dies; 

his glory does not follow him below. 

  

ALL:  Though he flattered himself while he lived, 

“People will praise me for all my success,” 

yet he will go to join his forebears, 

and will never see the light anymore. 

  

Schola: In his riches, man cannot discern; 

he is like the beasts that are destroyed. 

 

ALL:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  

and will be forever, Amen! 

 
Repeat Antiphon (ALL together) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
    Psalm Prayer       Stand at the Bishop’s invitation 
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     Canticle: Revelation 4:11; 5:9, 10, 12        All sit 

 
          Antiphon (Cantor first time; then ALL) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

        Schola: O Lord our God, you are worthy 
to receive glory and honor and power. 

  For your have created all things; 
by your will they came to be and were made. 

 

        ALL: Worthy are you, O Lord, 
to receive the scroll and break open its seals. 

 

       Schola: For you were slain; 
with your blood you purchased for God 
men of every race and tongue, 
of every people and nation. 

 

        ALL: You made of them a kingdom, 
and priests to serve our God, 
and they shall reign on the earth. 

 

       Schola: Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power and riches, 
wisdom and strength, 
honor and glory and praise. 

 

        ALL: Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
 

          Antiphon (ALL together) 
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 THE WORD  

 

Reading                1 John 1:5b, 7 

 
Homily              Most Reverend Gregory L. Parkes 

Appointed Bishop of Saint Petersburg 

 
Gospel Canticle         Stand when the Bishop stands 

Text: Luke 1:46b-55 

 
All make the sign of the cross  as the canticle begins. 

 
Refrain: 
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Intercessions 

 
            Response: Sing at the cantor’s direction: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
Traditional Chant 
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 THE CONCLUSION  

 
Concluding Prayer 

 
Acknowledgements 

 
Blessing & Dismissal 

 
 

        Bishop Parkes: The Lord be with you. 
 
        Assembly:  And with your spirit. 

 
Bishop Parkes makes the sign of the cross  over the Assembly and then says: 

 
        Bishop Parkes: Go in peace. 
 
        Assembly:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 

The Concluding Hymn is on the next page  
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Concluding Hymn 

Once in Royal David’s City 
Tune: irby 
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We thank Reverend Kenneth Malley, Pastor, 
and the staff of Saint Timothy Catholic Church 
for their generosity and hospitality in hosting  

this Evening Prayer. 
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