THE OFFICIAL HURRICANE GUIDE FOR PINELLAS COUNTY

ThL N"ltmnnl Hummnu Center rates storms bv
their wind speed using the Satfir-Simpson Scale
of hurricane intensity. Based on fhe storm’s
wind speed, the hureicane is eated from a
minimal Category | ol the way to a powerful
Category 5. While it might be easy to believe
thas the only storms worth worrving abous are
the more powerful ones, even the weaker ones
can wreak havoc.

In 2012, stow moving Tropical Storm Debby
brought coastal flnoding, heavy rains and
tornadeces 1o she Tampa Bay arca. Even though
the storm never achicved hurdcane intensity,
it eaused damage, flooding and snarled raffic
fore three days, In October of the same year,
Furricane Sandy, with a Category | intensity,
smashed ashore in New Jersey, becoming the
second costliest huericane in Amenican history
behind 2005% Hurncane Katona,
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5-DAY CONE ACTIONS

[ Know your evacuation zanc.

[ Review your family ¢lisaster plan.

[ Get your survival kit and important papers ready,

[J Begin wock 10 pregare your home and yard.

[ Tf you live in an evacuation zone, know whese
your will po ard how you wilk pet these.

[ If you hase speeial needs, be sun: your caseptver
begins to implement youe plan and, if needed,
you are registered fora special aceds shelter

Ag 1 storm moves loser 1o bind, the accumey of the foreeast

mereases. 117 Pinellas County is within the 3-day rone,
residents should siep up their preparations.

3-DAY CONE ACTIONS

[F Dauble check your survival kit and muake necessary
purchases to avoid lines and teaffic.

[ Gather special supplics for infants, childres,
seniors and pets.

[ Be sure you bave all maserals and mools necessasy
to shuteer windows. Shop early.

[ If voue plans ase 1o evacuate, make Acmngemens,
bnok reservations and pack what you can in
yomr vehicke.

Abput 48 hours ahead of 1 starm, fosceasters will issue
a Flurdcane Watch for areas within the cone that can
expect hurricane conditions. Again, becavse huericanes
can be ermtic, everyone in that area must prepare as if
the storm is headed direetly for theie hame, 1f the starm
changes pash or speed, the ime between 2 warch and

a warning might be enly six hours. Dunng a watch, the

mur‘c]f your famll\' hustm:qe pets and other

These storms teach us a vuluable fesson — it doesn't
matter what the huericanes intensity - each storm
is capable of cavsing tremendous damage. That's
why now is the time to build 1 survival plan for

foeus should be on prepasing for the warning.

If you are in an evacuation zone or 2 mobile/manufsc-
tred home, the goat is to be fully prepared to leap into ac-
tiem within one or two fours of the waming being issoed.
1£ you live in 2 non-cvacuation zone, the goal is to be
able 10 complete all prepasations within one or two hosrs
afier the warning,

HURRICANE WATCH ACTIONS

[-Fill vehicle gas rank,

O Get cash and secuse papers znd valuables,

[[] Refll medications. (See Page 3)

[ Filk containers and tubs with water, even if
evacuating - you may need the water when
¥ou returm.

[3 Sercuee yacd equipment and furnimuse.

[ Shutter your windows.

[3 Hefp neighbors with their prepastions.

[ If your plans are to evacuate our of the Jocal
area, make final prepartions 10 secure your
home s0 you can leave s soon as an evacuation
order is tssued.

[T 1T you are registered for transpartation to

a public shefer, be sure you have cveryihing

you need for your "go bag™

A storm will be about 36 hours from impact when the
Hurncane Warning is issucd. Genesally, Pinellas County
Emergency Management will issue official evacuation
orders net long afier a warning, Whenever any
evacuation is ardered, all mobile- and maaufactured-
home sesidents must evacuate, For those not in mobile
or sanufacmred homes, be sure to know vour zone
{Sce pages 6 and 7) so you can understand aed follow

_official emergency instructions.

'é-'HURRICANE WARNING ACTIONS

O Stay wned to local aews and pet your weather
radio ready.

[J Complete any final preparations wo cvacuate
ar ta shelter tn your home.

[ ¥ your plan is to travel out of the [ocal anz and
you can leave at this poing, do so

important people and things in your life.

KNOW YOUR INSURANCE
Knowing your insurance policy is just as
impoctant as knowing youe evacuation zone,
By reviewing your policy well in advance
of astarm, you can confirm the coverage
you are paying for and ensure ir’s adequate
foor your property. Will your palicy pray full
replacement cost of your items or just the
depreciated value? Wilk your home be built
back to current cades or will that cost youn
+ more out of pocket? Remember, no home-
owner's policy covers fload. That covernge
is available through the National Flood
Tnsurance Propram at www.floodsmarrgov. Iy
tzkes 30 days from when you purchase flood
insurance untii your policy poes into effect, so
don’t wait unsl the last minote!

3 If you are registered for mmpnrmion o
n publlc sheliee, have your “go bag” ready.
Ttescue workers will b;mn pl:l\ ups :hnﬂh
after an cvacuation arder is issued.

Once an evacuation arder is issued;

] Determine if vour residence is affecred by
the evacuations oader (does it include your
evacuation zone or do you live in mabile
or masufactisred homer)

[ If you are exacuating loeally, ;ét:{ to your shelier
location within a few houss of the ovaguatiog
ordee Be sure 1a cheek which public sheliers are
apen. (See pages 6 usd 7)

[ If you are teaveling aut of the local ares, leave as
quickly as possiblc t avoid 1sffic jams.

[ 1F you aze not required to exacuate, prepare 4
safe toom in your home and stay oft the mads
10 enable cvacuation tmffic o clear the area

Even when the storm is 2 hundred or more miles away,
weather conditions can begin ta detedomie, and driving
conditions will worses,

The most impostant shing to cemember is to do as
rmuch as you can before the waming is issued. Waiting
uatil then will only give you about 24 hoess to complete
prefacitions and evaguste i you are required, H you an
regisiered for transpormtion to 1 public shelter, you will
only have a few houes after the Evacuation Order before
your dide will nervz. Also, waitiog untl the warning 10
drive hundreds of miles inceeases your risk of bring
caught in the stoem on the road. Remember therse are
safe shelter options within Pinellas County.

RECOVERY ACTIONS

When the winds siop, there is still daager from the stoem.
“Dewned posver lines, gas leaks and debris can make your

neighborlicod, and even your vand, 2 danger zone. Take the
titne 10 assess the sincuion and act carefully wie safeey fest
i mind. More peaple are killed during recovery than during
hurdeanes, If you lave evacuared and are rezening home,
wait unl you zre told it is safe 10 re-cater the county and

your neighborhood.
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STAY GONNECTED T_HRI]IIEH THE SEASON

Gel The Lalest ’ﬂ s "
Weather Information
Severe weather can often stoke quickly,
cven during the eady moening hours.
An alarm from a weather alers radio or
a Wiseless Emergeney Alest (WEA)
equipped ecli phone can mean the

difference between fife and death,
SIRCE CVETY Minute counts,

Weather alert radios are widely
available, and many phones are
equipped with
\ WEA technology.
Coatact your
cellular service
provider to see
if your phone
is cquipped.

4 Your phone should also have all of your
msurance, mediead, family and ather contacts
on it. Be sure (o sign up for wext messaging
information services i advance of the storm,
and speak 1o your cedl caesier for tps on how
to preserve batery pawer. Hive maltiple ways
to chasge your bartery — vour car, a bartery
backup, a solar clsarper or other ways —
should the power po out.

The Pmetlas County Boned of County
Commigsioners wishes 10 thank you for reading
ihis puide and areing yousself with information
that can save your life and your property should a
huorricane hit Pinellas County, Regardiess of when
o the lnst ssoom smpacted our coast or whar the
oua%ﬁ“n?mﬁsloum predictions arc for the upcoming scason, itonly
takies one siorm to devastate our are i
A good hurricane plan is your best strategry against disaster, so HAVE A PLANI
Know whether your hasite is in an cvacuation zone. TF it i, you will need to
evacuate from deadly siorm-surge fooding when your evacuation level is ordered
to leave by the county. Take steps to secure your propeety and care for your pets.
Make sure you have adequate inserance. And fnally, reach out a helping hand
tw the elderly and disabled. Don't asseme they have 2 plan ar have registered for
special needs asstsiance. You can be the voice that encourspes them 1o ke these
life-saving seeps. Local anthorities ean hielp, but they need {o know, before the
storm threatens, whe requires transportation, shelter or medical assistance.

PREPARATION IS YOUR KEY TO SURVIVAL.
REMEMBER, SURVIVING THE STORM 1S orwatch on PCCTV. i
EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY. Forinformation, call 727) 464-3000, | weesindstempengeseles

i BLAN WITH EMARTPHONE AFP

Surwwng the sturm, lhe ofﬁciai guide fur lne!las Cmmty, Is puhl[shed on beha]f uf the Pmellas County Bnard nf Cnunty cnmmlssloners
in cooperation with the Pinellas Cm.inty Departrnent of Emergency Managemen : : ; : :

Surviving the Storm is a publication o the’: : . ;
Pinellas County Communicaticns Depariment - e o
333 Chestnut Slreel . Clearwater, Florida 33756 4 (777] 464-4600 www pmellascoumy org

Funding far this guidc was pmwd‘cd by Pm:llas Euunly Em:r;;:nry ManugemmL 7.') auo cnpfﬂ were pnruzd at @ cost of 35,635.00 ar S 0542 em:f:! ’
Pinellas Cuunly rumpllcs mlh the Amenmns wnh Dlsabllms Act. Tn nhmln a:msablc formats of this dncum:nt p!case G!" {727) 46-1-!85(1,'1 2 (727) 464-105_ @pm‘g ot tecyeded paper §18
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MAKING INFORMED DECISIONS ABOUT HIIIIBI('-‘ANES

DO YOU NEED TO EVACUATE?

DO YOU LIVE IN A MOBILE OR
MANUFACTURED HOME?

“ yes Everyone m mobile and manufactured
-homes must always evacuate

D0 YOU LIVE I AN EVACUATION ZONE?

|[ “gs Knnw when to evacuate accarding to ynur
znne and plan where you WI|| go.: g

DO YGU HAVE SPECIAL NEEDS OR
REQUIRE ASSISTANCE WITH EVACUATING?

[f “es Make | sure vou have a plan and are reglstered fur a :'
i pEs 8-9 :

specal needs shEit tra sp

gsﬁ 7

IF YOU ARE EVACUATING, DO YOU KNOW WHERE
YOU WILL GO AND HOW YOU WILL GET THERE?

Areyou poingoutaf town? . .. oL L, petl
If you plan o leave the area, leave as early a5 you can

avoid traffic jams and being stranded on the road when

the storm makes landfall. Learn the forecasting terms.

Areyou goingtoa hosthome®. .. ... L L pe 10
Call ahead to eonfinm derils

Areyougoingtoashelter?. .. .. ... ..o o oL pg 12
Hare your cvacuasion kit ready.

Do you huve personal transportation?, . . . . ... . ... pe 4
Make sure your vehicle is ready.

Do you need to register for special needs tmnsportation? . . . . pag 8
Willyoutake the bus®. . ... ... ... ... o oL, 9
PSTA {Pincllas Suncoast Transit Authority) will run

routes unl it is unsafe to tavel.

{F YOU ARE STAYING IN YOUR HOME, DO YOU
KNOW HOW TO PREPARE?

Prepareyourhome. . .. .- pas 4-3
Make prepamtions eardy for yous home, yard,

vehieles, papers, medications, peis and supply kits,

IWouBIaYe o i e e pg 10

Ae a Host Home for someone who needs to evacuate.
Make the offer within your circle of fends, place of
worship or at work,

COMSIDER THE FOLLOWING S'TATEMENTS )
WHEN DECIDING TO STAY iN YOUR HOME' R

« My home s not in an cvncuauan (nr statm surgc) mna

* Windenwws have _hummm:_slmtlus and the ganye r_.luur is braced.
* My home is not 2 mnm;fncm.n:d or m_nbilc. hcrmr:.._ E

« My home has a safe roam large encugh for all occupants.

= A disaster plan and supplies are in pi:u:u forall n'u:mbt.rs nf 1Eu_
houschald, inchading pats. : .

* Vehicles have fuld tanks of gas.

* A srvivak kit is prepared with ane week’s worth of
nonpedshable food supplies and watee See Page 12 for checklist

* A battety-opersied sadio is on hand with exte batrerics, nlong
with a cell phone and batsery charger for the car.

*“Taeps and plastic sheeting are availahlz for emergency repairs.

Sllllllll] | stav lll‘
should 1 go?

When it comes to evacuatiag, there
are many decisions e make. One of
thnse decisions is whether ta stay in
Pinellas County or drive hundreds af
miles to an cut-of-town location.
Finding high ground in Pincltas
County 15 possible. The green areas
on the map to the righe arc high
enough not to be impacted by
surge flooding from any husricane
Evea for a Category 5 stoem, 2
structure in shese areas that is
hardened 1o withstand high

winds can provide safe shelrer.
Evacuating 10 a shelier within

the county s its advantages,

You ean avoid teaffe jams and

the uncerizinty that comes with
driving the crowded kighways

1s ather counties evacuate along
with Pincllas. You can avoid going
elsewhere in the stase only to find
that the storm bas shified and you are
now in harmy'’s way. And you will aveid

the erowds when it comes time 10 head home
1£ staying in Pinellas County seems like 2 good
decision, plan ahead 10 find safe shelter by asking
{riends, rekatives or coworkers if they are willing to
host you and your (amily duting a stoem ot find a hotel
or motel in the 2rea in a non-evacuation 2one,

SURGE KILLS

The greatest killer of people during hurricancs
is storm surge — the dome of water pushed
ashore by powerful hurricane winds.
Starm surpe isn't 3 gradual tsing of B
water, It rushes in and out sweeping
anyshing nos secured back out to sea,
pcoplc included. Duting Hurricane
Katring, residents of eoastal Mississippl
were caught off puard by starm-surge
flond waters. Entre buildings were
maved, and same of the people who
didn’t cvacuate are still among che
missing Pincllas County is excremely
vulnerable 10 surpe flooding beeause
of its coastal and fow-lying geography.
In fact, 2 Category 3 storm could flood
42 percent of the county’s houscholds.

No-Evacuatinn
lone
[nwhita

Staying safe from sume flooding is easy.
1f a hurricane is predicted for Pinellas
County and you live in a zone that

has been ordeced to evacuate, gee out. :
Do not stay in an area at risk for surge o 11-19 iﬂﬂ[

Mloading. Bo not plan to eseape to i above sea level
Irigher Boors and do not wait until the : o

iast minuie. Leave for higher ground
and survive.

ok

jue

Fragh
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PREPARATION IS KEY FOR A SAFE IIIIIIIIIGANE SEASON

PREPARE YOUR HOME

Some key tips: Preparing your home 1o withstand high wins can mean the
difference between sinor and major repairs after a hurricane, Thal's why
it's sa important ta strengthen your home to resiss hlgh winds.

¢ If your roof needs replacement, a new ane can
be installed $o meet stronger buﬂrilng codes
adopted in 2002, .

[T Shutter your windows, Glass can be bruken i)y
flying debris. Pratediing your windows can keep
starm winds and rain aut and your roof on,
Duct tape provides no protection,

[ Check weather stripping and caulking around :
windows and doors, replacing if necessary.

O Check your garege doar. If your door needs
reptacing, look for a reinforced, wind-rated maodel,

[ Think about other improvements. The Federal
Alliance for Safe Homes has step-by-step
Instructions for reinforcing your hore's roof,
gable ends and ather vulnerable areas.

3 1 you have questions abaut your home's sicrim
readiness, consider having a home inspecior
review your home's condition,

[ Double check your homeowner's insurance policy.

1§ you are considering hiring help, be sure to use
a licensed, reputable contraclen. Before signing
a contract, call Pinellas County Justice and
Consumer Services at (727) 464-6200 or visit
wwwpsnlsllascounlyurycnnsumer.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Improve the vulnerable areas of your
-home before a storm approaches,

BE PREPARED

'PREPARE YOUR YARD

Gelling your yard ready 1o weather the storm can
keep you and your home sale. High winds can

hlcles anhean |mpananttuul o help
“yau tq prepare, ta evacuate and 1o get supplies &5

-after a storm

tuen even the heaviest items into deadly projectiles

Faderal Aliance for Safe Homes: wiw.FLASH,o
Stale ni Flunda www mysafeﬂuridahnme :nrn‘
To Ueaie a nersunal farnlly Flan; www foridadisaste: rg

Instilute for Business and Hame Salcly;
www.disastersafety,org

Humcane Retmht Gutde for H mes:
wwwflord g’m]ﬁgaﬁum’mnpﬂ'lrgﬁndu.asp:

MOBILE HOMES ARE NOT SAFE HAVENS
While mobile and manufactured homes are great
places 1o call home, they must never be wsed as

a shelter. Mobile and manufaceured homes can

be severcly damaped from hurricane-force winds
and flying debris. This was proved truc during the
stnems of 2004 and 2003 when even homes buile
after 1994, to the tougher standards after Hurdeane
Andrew, sustained damage when they were flipped
aff their foundations or dansaged by fiving debes.

Na matter the categary of storm, whenever

an evacuation order is given, all mobile- and
manufactueed-home residents must evacuate,
Mobile- and manufactured-home residents need to
have an evacuation pilan in case 2 hurdeane theeatens.
One word af eaution — mast mobile home park
reereation centers are not mted 1o withstand high
winds either. Ask your park’s managemens whar plans
—if any —are in place for sheliedng oprions and for
evacudtion notification,

Annually chef.k vuur Ue dnwn and anchoring syste 1

[ vighten the sxraus lf necessanr
[ Add anchnrsand strap |
(] meci: for v\md rof and terprile damag_ a eonnedtions,
- joists and trusses - Invesiigators have folind shat !al!uras ;
at these points allows air 1o penetrate the hnm :
airtight ervelope teatfing to structire | hllun:' :

Ta prepare yuur vehir.!e' :

_3 Bi“.llld‘d _rvwat kit fnryuurcar, mcludmg

that can break 1I1mugh your wmdnws, dooss and
even walls, -

) To prepare your yard:

Get any basic maintenance (sune-ups, repal
one befare a storm threatens, Have your:.
mechanicthetk belts, hoses, fllers and v

uid level

Keep yoiir gas:lank at least Palf full with B2,
Whena E-Iuml:‘c_:ne Walch Is Tssued, fill vourlank.

] Properly prune trees and shrubs bedore any
- storms threaten, Do not leave piles of branches
“that can become missites in high winds.

0 Keep your gutters and down spouts clear
-and in good repair.

1 Replace rock mulch with shredded bark.

[ Bring in all vard items such as furniture,
*. " 1oys, bird baths, bird feeders and barbecue
- grifls when a Hurritane Warning is issued.

. Do net drain your pool. Super chlarinate the
~water and turn off all electricity to the pool for
the duration of the storm,
Ii you are doing any hame renovations that
reqjuire digging, call 8-1-1 belore you start. This
free service will help you locate underground
utitities before you damage them. Not anly will it
keep you safe, it's the law!

Ij Ehargezs"fa'r'ce 'phbna anct mhe devices .
EI A map wﬂh sheiier local;ans

Top Three Tips to Save Your

Whilc a tharough renovation of your home's strucrure wili provide the bess protection againss the
high winds a hurricane can bring, these theee improvements can really make a difference:
1. BRACE YOUR GARAGE DOOR
Afier Hurticane Aadrew, engineers looked at how the homes in South Florida failed during the high
winds Four aut of fve homes that had major structueal damage Jost theie garage doors first, Older

pgaragre doors in good condition ean be braced with retrofit kits available ar most home centers.
New parage doors must mest stringent wind load requirements,

2.PROTECT YOUR WINDOWS
By shunening your windows with a code-approved, commercially available producr or a minimum
of 7/16" extegior plywood {FBC 2010 1602.1.2), you can increase yaur home's ability to withstand
wind by onc eategory of storm strength. In other wosds, a home that could survive a Category 2
storm can now handle a Category 3. 1T the wind gets into your home, it can foree the roof upnvand,
possibly allowing high winds to tear it off.

3.BRACE YOUR GABLE END ROOF

A pabled mof has two slopes that come 1ogether 10 form 1 ddpe or 2 peak at the top. Homes with
gabled mofs are mose likely ta suffer callapse of the ead wall from high winds because they ace
ofien nat braced properdy durdng censtruction. To learn sbout bracing and ather techniques, go to:
www.iloridadisasten.org/hrg/index.asp.

Tinellas County does nat offer sandbaps o msidents of anincorparted areas of the A quick Inteenct search will show many companics that manufacture systems to help re-
duce looding, One of the options is physical barriers mounted 10 te home's strucnsse
Consumers are advised <o check seversl seurces, pet cusiomer seviews and check the

license of any conteaeror tnsialling a system at their home

eounty: Indiwidual ciies in the coanty may offer sandhag siics. Residents shonld check
with their muaicipatiry for exacily wlhiat i offered. the latest infornsation and updaes,
Offecials urpe sesidents not wo redy on sandbags 10 save their homes fom Aoeding,
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PREPARE YOUR INSURANCE
Review your homeowners or seater’s insurance policy
and ask yourself five important questions:
* What is my deduenble?
* What is my hurricane decuerible?
* Do Fhave flivad insumnce?
* Do [ have enough cavemge 1o replice my
home and belnngings?
* Dol have loss-of-use covemge for tempomsy
housing expenses?

Homcewsners should clieck with their insurance

apent to see if any home imprevements would qualify
fora discount on their insuznce premivms. Information
about insumnce polices can be found theough the
Ensurance Tnformation Institute at wowiit.org.

PREPARE FOR STORM DEBRIS
Prepare now g0 prevent storm debiris by
trimming trees and cleaning your propesty
before a storm threatens.

Shenld n sterm impact the area, sepamte voue
debris imn the followiag groups:

Garbage — place garbape in containers and
double bag additional waste, such as spofled
food, foe pick up by yous regular hauler
Hesehold poads — fuenitare, elothes, books,
toys and carpets

Yard waste — tree limbs and trunks

Construction materials - deywall, ol
shirples and aluminum

Appliances — refrigentars, water heaters,
televisions and computers
Some imporant things 10 keep in mind:

* Avoid stacking debrs by unlity poles, under
power lines, o top of water metess, nest 1o
mailboxes ar fences, or on storm drins,

The county cannol ender private propicty (o
remeve debris, Removal ean be bandied by a
peivate contmactor 1f you contmct to have the
debris mmoved from your property, you must
also pay for the disposal. Check your insurance
policy to verify that you lave debris removal as
part of your covemge.

* TPlace all storm dehris along the curh

* Do not place storm debris in the street.

For disposal information visit
www.pincllascounty.org/utilities and click
Salidt Waste (on the lefr), or cali (727} 464-7500

GET YOUR BOAT SHIP SHAPE

Toat owners need o have a plan to secure and
proteet their boats from hurricanes, For information
on haw 1o prepare your boat for a storm, visit
www:pinellascounty.org /emecpency/boag safety.hum

A puide 10 moving your boat 10 a safe port when
tropical winds threaten, The FDOT Pinellar County
Buscule Bridge Flurrizanz Plau, is also available from
Emergeney Management by ealling (727} 464-3800.

For more informarion, go 10 wwwhoatsafe.com,
or contact the U5, Coast Guard Avxiltary at
(727) BOB-1324,

GET YOUR PRESCRIPTION REFILLS!
One of the most importast things to include in your emes-
geney survival kit 15 your preserption medicarions fn teir
originat bonles. Bur what happens when an emergency is
dechared and your insurance company eltims it is 1o eazly
for you 1o get a wfill? In 2006, the Legislaure passed the
Emerpeney Preseriptinn Refill bill (Florida Siatute 252338
and 462.0273). Tlis law requires all insurers and managed-
cre agnnizatons o suspend refillsoo-soon nesieictons
when a patient secks 1 refill in a couary
* currenily under a bucrcane wamning isssed by
the Natonal Weather Sceviee; or
* declared to be under a stare of emeqeeaey in an
exceusive orler issued by the governor, ar
* has activated its Emergeney Operations Center
and its emergeney management plan.

This law alsos allows patients owside of these areas to pet
an emergency 72-hour refill if the pharmacist is unzble
to readily obtain refill authonzation from the docror
Please talk with your doctor and pharmacist now shout
hew this new law can affect your prescriptions.

Make sure you are ready this hurdcane season, In addition
to having 1 supply of your maedications on hand, ask the
drug store ta print you a prescription record of cach
one you take, including the same of the doctex(s) who
wrote the preserprion(s), the name of the drugfs), dosage
nsteuctions and the name af the pharmacy where you

fadd it filled.

Hurricane season can be a scary ime for kids. It
ronfusing 1o evaruate and feave pemsonal helongings
behind, Adults in the home may be stressed by the
weather updates, How can you help younger family

mettthers wodk their way through these stressfl times?

Leasing in advance will give kids 2 betrer under-
standing of what's taking place when disaster steikes.
Some great mesoueces for your family 10 cilch oue
tagether inchude: :

Business Plﬂllllill!l

Businesses that lack 2 continuity plan can find themselves
out of business when a disaster closes their doors fora
few days. Owners of bath lage and small businesses need
15 have seeure siorge plans for computer data and paper
files, alternative sites for dofng business, methods of
communicating with emplorecs and cusiomers, and
appropriate insumnce. These are just a fow items 1o
consider whea pusting together 2 business continuity plan.

Pinellas County Economic Development can help
with hurricane planning and recovery for local
businesses. Visit wwwpced.org/hurricane,

. WEARHER UNKZ WidS

RENTERS NEED A PLAN TOO

‘A a storm approaches, homeawners are Lirged
{0 prepare their homes to withstand heavy winds.
8ut what should you do if you reni?

If you rent, here are some steps that you can
take to prepare for a hurricane:

[ Know your pvacuation zone. Pinellas County
gaverament offers several ways ta lomte your
z0ne. {see Page G) Remember, be reaty to
evacuate when ordered,

[[] Prepare yoursell for the possibifity of damage
to your perscnal property. Flood insurance
and renter’s insurance can help to replace your

~ belongings showdd they be damaged. Be sure
to take an inventory of your possessions.

] Ask questions of your landlord, Will your
landlord take steps to protect the windows?
If nag, you will need to find anather place
ta ride aut the storm, even if you live in a
nar-evacuation zone.
Just as with homeowners, you have a responsibility
{o crese a personal hurricane plan, Finding out
now what you will need ta do may save your life
when a storm threatens,

mm Ingll.nmunl-r.nrﬂ:merg:nt\v.’h:lpinlduildtenmpzhtm
BCAN WITH EMARTPHONE Aj

www.weatherwizlids.com
See what makes weather sick in cn-:\'-m-lmdmt:md
terms znd hands-on experiments.

fema for dids

www.lema.gov/ kids
Find ways 10 help prepare for hurricane season.

How SSUFE WIOrks: Horticanes
stience.howstuffworks.com/hurdeane.bun
Get answers 1o commonly asked hurdeane

questions from this award-winsing website.

Business owness ean also contact Emergency
Management for planning assistance and to sign up
10 teceive emergency situation reports that can help
with evacuarion planaing ant recovery. Find more
information ot www.pinellascounty.arg/emergency.
Choose the Hurricane Inforasation tab and go
to Business,
'SOME ITEMS FOR A BUSINESS “GO BOX”
E:ll.lst of Impur_tant husmess phone numbers
ClHnsurance paluczes i
0 Backup ﬁll:s/tapes af Eleciruntc data
O Cnp]es of essential busmess cantracts and plans
[1Phatographs of the bissiness, insice and out
[JProperty management contacts/repair vendors

Know your Business Zone. YWY zone = storm surge = vuinerability
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' & Thee déadliest hazards in 2 hurdcane

are not the high winds, heavy mins or
possible tomadoes. The deadlies: hazaed
is the storm surge — 2 dome of water
pushed ashore by high winds. In 2 woest
case scenanio, this can mean a surge of
2% feet above the ancmal waser leved,
esing tremendous damage and danger
of dorwning,

While those residents who can see the
gutf ar the bay have a visual reminder

: of how vulnermble they ase to the water,
residenss who live miles from these bodies of water can still be vulnerble 10
storm surge. That’s why its erhical to idensify your evacuation level and act
appropriately should an order go into effect.

Even if you have Eved in Pincllas County for a long tme, it's more impostant
than ever to check your home's evacuation level To find your levek:

«Visit www.pincllascounty.arg/emergency

=Cafl (727) 433-3130 and eatce youe 10-digit home
phone number (does not work foe celf phone numbers)

Gl af

Metien

*1.ook on your Piswlls County waier bill
*Look on your Truth in Millage (TRIM) notice

«Call (7127) 464-3800 and speak with
Emr:rgcnc} Mum;:cmnm suff :

[ ?M Tmn]m

www.plnellaicounty.orglemesgency
BCAH WITH EMARTFHONE APE

tHd Tampa
Rap

®. Pinellas(
K. o new o (Ounhj

Guifaf
Masicn

=y

A
L

'EVACUATION GUIDELINES

rnesMUEI’aiwnys :uale) : ”
Pote i} lSurgr: Hengiﬁs (mfeet)

' . Evacuate red areas and all
) _Hlﬂ .- mohile homes

o o Evacuate red and orange areas
Tted ‘and all mobhile homes

Tumpat B F [ERIS
ftay T + Evacuate red, orange and yellow
u _l(l L areas and all mobile homes

v N ' E\;ﬁcualn reﬁ. orange, yellow and
19 _lﬂ 26 green areas and alt mobile homes

EVACUATION ZONES

vacuate red, orange, yellow,
25 [u 29 gn:n:n and purple areas and all
.. ‘mnohile hames

Areas shown in while are non-evacuation zones.
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Not every shelter will open fnr every evacuation.
Please check www.pinellascounty.org/emergency
or call the Citizens Information Center at

(727) 464-4333 or TDD (727) 464-3075,
Tarpon Spsings Middle School
01N, Aorlda Rve.« Targon Sarlnns

- Breokr Gronk Homentary School ©
:3130 Farelock Road « Targon Sprinps

“Fast Lake High School 7
1300 Silver Eaple Orive - Tarpen Sprin

:barwise Middie Schopl
- 3301Bantley Btlva » Falm| Hathor

.Palm Harkor Unlvarsity High School -
1900 Dmaha St = Falm Harbor

> Palm Harbor Middle Scho
1808 Tampa Road « Palm Harhur :

Hinedin Community Conter
1920 Pinehurst Boad = Dunadin

‘edin Mghland Mddie Sehnol
1!) Pal.rll:la A\rn. nunadln

Mnmullnn-ﬂnnm Hemeniary 5o
3025 Unlton 5L+ Clearwate

-Snfaty Harhor Middle Schoal
-BO1FIrst Ree, i« Safety Hathor .

" Mearwater Aundamental Mididle s::hnnl
' 1660 Falmelto St = Elearwater

-Skvciost Elnmantary Schinal =
A0 N.Corena Ave. » Clearwalar

Bellealr Hamentary Schaol -
= Qﬂﬁﬁhkeulawnnad-ﬂluam r

33,01 allon Senler
1425 S MK It Ave, « Gloarwatar

" 0ok Grove Middle Schioal *:
1310 §,Belcker Road » Blennunlnr

“ Largo Hiph School =
410 Missour] Ava, -larun i
High Paint Elementary School -~
98211501h Aue, N. - Clearwatar

Plnellas Park High School
G303 118th Ave. N. - Pinellas Park

Bauder Hemantary Schoal
127575 86th Ave. KL - Seminole

Iolin Sexten Hamentary Schoal
1997 54th Ave. N. » SL Furshm’u

Lealman Intermediate
4900 28th S1. K. » SL Potarsburyg

‘New Helghis EHementary Schoal
080137th SL M, « 5L Falersburg

Northshle Dapkist Church
G000 381k Ave, N, - St Patarsburg

St.Petershuro High Schoo! -
2501 Hih Ave. N, « S1. Patershiorg

FalrmauntPark Hemeniary Schoal
""" 5715 415t SL. 5. - SL Pelershorg |

Boca Clega High Schoa! = 77
924 50th 5t. 5. - Bulfport

Gihhs High School
850 94th 5t. 5.« 5t ?almshnrn

John Hopkins Middle School - Lo =
TG SLS « SLPolersbarg - - - b

Camphel Patk Elamentary Sckosl
151 Seventh Ave. . « 51 Petershnurg

‘Jamarson Hemontary Schony © .
1200 37th SL 8. - SL Petarshurg

Sulpart Hamentary School |
2014 52nd 5L 5. - Gulfport

Thurgnad Marshatl Middle School

—1O

N i >

>33 30

a080122nd Aus, 5. » 5t Fetarshorg -
James Sanderlin Elsmentary School
2360 22nd Ave. §. - St Pelershurg
General Spedal Keeds Pet-Friendly
Shelters 15 Shelters tal Shelters

Must segister
pers in advance

FLODD ZONES AND EVACUAT]ON ZONES DIFFER

Flood zones and evacuation zones are different. They mensure different
conditions that may not occur ar che same time.

Flond zones arc areas mapped by FEMA for use in the National Flaod Insurnce
Program. Each flood zone designation, represented by a letter ot letters, welis
homeowners exacily whas the dsk is for flooding ar theic praperty over a pedod
of years, regardless of the cause. By law, all homes in high-risk zoncs caerying 3
morigage must be envered by flood insunnce

Evicuation zones, on the other hand, are hased on hurdeane storm-surge zones
determined by the National Hurricase Center using ground clevation and the area's
vulnerahility to storm surge from a hurdeane. The eracuation zones are marked
from A through E, plus non-evacuation roncs.

The fvod zones and evacuation vones are determined by different methods and
have different purposes. A home may be Iocated in 2 nos-cvacuation zone, yet still
be located in a flood zone because of a nearhy stream or pond.

Residents must cheek both zones,

An important thing 10 remember is that floed losses are not covered by
homeowners insurance policies. The National Flood Insumace Program makes
fedeeatly backed flood insuranee available 1o tesidents and husiness owners. Any
floading damage covered under the policy = whether ar not # fedecal disaswer
declasation is made — will be reimbussed per the policy limits, which can include
stracrural damage or the loss of contents.

For more information on flood 2ones, visit the National Flood Tnsurance Program
at www. {loodsmart.gov or call (888) CALL-FLOUOD (225-5336).

For more information on evacuation levels, cheek the map in this guide or visit
wwwpinellascounty.acg /emergency.

RECOMMENDED AND MANDATORY EVACUATIONS

Should a lurricase threaten the Tampa Bay area, an evacuation order may be
issucd. What exactly does that mean?

An evacuasion onder is given 1o get peaple away from the deadliest part of &
hurricane — storm surge. Evacuation levels ace based on elevation abore ground
that could be inundated by the surge drives ashore during a storm. There is one
notahle exception tor this: all mobite homes, regardless of their elevation, must be
evacuated. They arc vulnerable to the high winds of & hurrcane and flying debris.

There are two types of evacuations that can be ordeed. The &est is 2 recommended
evacuation. In the event of the approach of a tropical storm or a huericane
crossing the state and exiting over Pincllas County, the patential for starm surge
may not be as geeat. In these cases, emergency managers may recommend that
sesidents in mobile homes and historically lood-pronc areas consider evacuating
to higher provnd and/or stusdier structures than they have avathble at home, This
recammendation is made for the safety of those in areas known (o be vulnecable.

The second type is a mandatnry evacuation. Mandmary evacnations ase issued
when the probabilisy of storm surge is high, and loss of life coukd occur if residents
dor’t leave. These evacuatians will be ordered up to a cermain Jetter zone and wiil
alwys inchide mobile homes. 1t is incredibly impoctan: that il your home s in an
evacuaticn level, you know your level, plan for a ‘stay’ and ‘go’ option and, if yaur
level is ordered to go, move quickly but safely ouside of the cvacuation area.

Tt s itlegal to stay in a home under a mandatory evacuation ordes. Under Florida
Starute 23238, the local authoriry has the ability to take necessary steps 1o provide
for the health and safety of people and property. Chapier 252.50 sets refusal to
follow an evacuation order as 2 second-degree misdemeanor

Daces this mean the police will dag you owt of your property? Na They will be oo

busy helping those who will be following the evacuation order, although they will likely
ask for next of kin or an emergency cortact. However, this staste docs peovide b
eaforcement the basis to remove anyome who is impeding the flow of an cvacuation,

Remember, emergency managers are counting on you to be prepared and do
the right thing to keep yourself and your family out of dangerous sirarions.
Please know your evacuation zone and have 2 plan for where you will go should
something happen this huericane season,

We're on Twitter;

wwntwitter.com /pinellasEv

Foellow us on Faceheok:

wiwwEsechook com/pincilascountynews

See our hurricane videns on YouTube:

wwwyoutubecom/peened
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CARING FOR OUR MOST VULNERABLE CITIZENS

1 attention in order to,

Residents with spccml needs, thr: c]dr:ri)r thc homeless and those without ttnnspurtauon requm: o
say pmtcctcd in wcnthct cmcrgcncscq. e

Tlmugh Pincllas (.nuntv gmcrnmcut lias cduca rogeams in place to help thcﬁc tizens peepare and find safe'sheltes,
the rcspnns:h:lltv for starm prepnmnon tests \Vlth individugls and thctr Tamilies or c*m:gl\ ers. That. p]nnmng nccd5 t

1. Loa hh hoail, wor pln
]p tu ans\vcr qucsuons nr pick ip o'k

Whatto ExpectFroma
Snecial Needs Shelter

Bledical personacl from the Pinctlas Couasry Health
Deparment and Sehool Boand will staff spreizl needs

nesments wltn
Special Needs
Should Register

Residents wirh cectain medical eonditons ean

et hielp dusing an evacuation. Theee special

needs sheliers are desipnated for those requidng
MINIMAL medical assistance.

INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW
Register now. Contact Pinelias County Emergency
Management, your local fire depariment o your
home healtheane providee

Once registered, you will be conteted for mone
infarmation. Afier a medical aceds review, your
cligibility will be assessed. I you don't qualify
for a special needs shelter, other options will be
diseussed with you. If you are sepistered and
niced anspostation 10 a shelter, your local fire
depanment wifl contact you before an evaeuation.

If you lave your evn trasspoctation to a special
needs shelter, repistrmsion is not required, bo
it is strongly recommended.

You may bring your caregives and/or
family with you to a special needs shebter.

You are not obligated to go to = special needs
shelter once registered, if you make other safe
and scoune arrrngements lier,

* Seryice animals thas bave been individually
inined to do work or perform a sk fora
persen with 4 disabiliy are allowed in any
shelter; there is no repistration cequisement.

Dotz are only allowed in pet-friendly shelters with
prioe mepisteation (see Page 10). 1f vou are sepistesed
for a speciat needs shelier and you have no ather
aptians for your pet, call Pinellas Couaty Animal
Services a1 (727) 382-2298 to register your pet.
Animal Services will make armngements for your
pet io be taken tna host home.

To register for a special needs
shelter and/or transportation, -
do one of the following:

@ Submit a form online at
www.pinellascounty.org/emergency.

 Call Pinellas County Emergency
Management at (727) 464-3800.

@ Call your nearest fire departrnent o

ar home healthcare provider,

sheliers. Owygen is available, bur air conditioning auy ot
be avzilable il power is inteerupted.

Before going to 2 shelter, armnpe to bring at least a
two-week supply of any medications you need along

with any needed poactable equipment. 1§ you have special

dict requirements, be sure 10 pack your own special
nemperishable snacks, For your own comfart, bring items
stich as sheets, piliows and blankess. Cots are swailable an

a limited basis and are not grarntced. Ais mattresses are a

goad aptien to add 10 your supplies.

Speetal needs sheltzrs do not have hospiml beds.

Advice For Residents
With Special Needs

Whether you go 1o a special needs shelter or nnt,
here's some pood advice to keep i mind when
prepariag for hurricane season:

"= Start a persaaal support acework of peaple
you can count on during an emergency.

* Create an emergency health information eard
that i customized 10 you.

*+ Complete an cnesgeney contact list with names and
phane numbers of family members, frends, dactors,
insurance information and hospital preferences.

* Conduset an ability seff-assessment. Knenw what
you ean and canaot da Talk with youe lealth
care provider about a realistic plan.

= Mainwzin a current lisc of your peescription
medieations and at Teast 2 tweo-week supply of
eack. (See Gef yar presription refillid on Tage 3)

+ Kecp important cquipment and assistive devices
in a consistznt, convenient and secured phace.

= Waie g set of commenly wsed instrsesions in sdvance

of emerpencies Such as: *1 have & hearing impairment”,

“Ineed a___ medication at __(time)"” or “Comtact a
friend/ relazive/phiysician” Keep with contact list

Assistance at a speeial needs shelier is limited 10

basic medical moritodng, oxygen and some backap
electricity. The shehier will he inside a school and will
likely be crowded and noiss. Cots may 201 be available
for evervone. While this is a safe location 1o dde oot a
storm, it is not for everyone. Many citizens sequire more
comfostable accommodasions as mobility restrictions

make it impossible to sleep on the oor or 2 cat. In these

cases, the Host Homes prognum is zn excellent shiema-
tive (sce story on Page 10}, oc a hotet or moiel located
in 2 son-cvacuation zonc.

@Service animals that have been individually
trained to do work or perform a task for a
persan with a disability are allowed in hatels,
motels and puhlic shellers, Don't forget to
pack their supplies too.

@Wheelchair users need to have more than
one exit from their residence that is wheel-
chair accessible. Practice how to escape
fram your home.

@Wear medical alert tags. Also keep avail-
able special instructions for emergency
persannel in a brief and direcl format,
seich as: ¥l am deaf, please write down your
inslructions” or “Flease take my medication
from the refrigerator.” It may be difficult to
write if you are in an emergency situation.

@The Nationa) Weather Service has information
on its website to help the hearing impaired
utilize NOAA weaiher alert radios for
emergency weather notifications, Go to
www.nws.noaa.gav/nwr/special_need.htm.

@ Keep cash available in case you need to buy
special supplies,

@Be an advocale for yourself! Practice how
to quickly explain your condition and your
adaptive equipment to someone who is
helping you.

lnnking inr vnlumeers 1o H_gln willl Pet I’i_cli-_uns

citzens who must evacuate [hcu- hnmr:s dunng an cmcrgmcv such as a huracane. [‘lel;u ('ouur\' Amm'il Services in

l.nq,n is welcoming nppll::mnns n volenteer with 1mnsponation teams that take peis 1o safe locations during a dechired

PMESENCT: Thm STV ice hnlp: ﬁpu:ml needs cirizens who mlght Ul]’lcﬂ\l‘vc dm:uic nAt In pracuate hu::m\c of thrir

i 4 Volunteers Lelp imasport pets of speeial needs eitizens to safe, pn:dclr.rmlm.d Incarions. Thase interested in
} volunterring should eafl Pinellas County Animal Services ar (727) 582-

26400, Helpers need 10 fill out a Minellas

County volunseer application and must complete speeialized 1mining.
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On Track With
Transportation

For those who necd to evacuate, but don’t have their
awn transporiaion, a hugricane can eanse additional
ansiety, Pincllas County officials want 10 make sure
that everyone can ger to safe sheliern

1f you sign up for the special needs registry, you will
be asked abour your tmasportation plans. 1§ you need
a dde to & shelter, your local fire department will be in
contact with you 10 make areangements when the time
comes (o evicuate.

I you don’t require special needs tanspoct, PSTA buses
will run nearly all theie routes undl &% o longer safe 1o
travel. During an evacuation, buses will also run froms
transfer statinns to Iocal shelters. All rides are free
during an evacuation. Prepare in advance by loensing
your nearest bus stop.

Some people may ant qualify for specind needs
transport, cannot eide the bus and have no other means
of trnsporiation 1o evacuate 17 you are in shar siration,
contact your lacal fire depariment or the Departmen:
of Emesgency Management, s advance, for special
assistansce. Take advaniage of the help that is there {or
you. Don't seay ia a dangerons sisuation just becanse
you don't have transportation,

Call the PSTA TnfoLine {(727) 530-1900. For moste
informatinn during a starm, go to wwWw.psta.net

He]mnu Seniors

Older adults, cspecnll» those living
alone, have unique conceens that
should be addressed befare a stoem
nears Pinellas County. Tnereased
stress and anxiety can be a factor

=4 leading to more incidents of llness,
pacticulady for those seniors with
heart disease or respiestory troubles.

¢ 1{ you are an older aduls wha

? docsns respuire special needs
wssistance, you don'’t have 10 ride
= our the storm alone. Many senior

# communities are in non-evacuation
20005, 50 start a huericane club
with other peaple from your neighborhond, social
group ac plice of worship, Meet w discuss prepamtions
such as who might serve as 2 host home and make a list
10 divide up supplics to gather before 3 storm,

Sign up on your celk phone &t (B88) 6B0-89{15 for {ree
community notification service to et up-to-date storm
informartion. This news can be passed along through
a phone 1re2 10 friends and neighboss. IF a Huercane
Warning shoubl be issued, the phone ree would then
advise all members to meet ac the host home and
semind them to bring their emergency supplics.

It beaes repeating thar, cegardless of age, if you live ina
mobile or manufactored home, you must feave when the
evacumion order is given, A dubhouse is likely not a safe
place 10 weather a ssarm either due to wing or storm
surre Get together with others in your neigltborhoad
find host homes in non-cvacuation zones,

IT you ace an alder adult Bving in 2 pursing home,
assisted Hving factlity or boarding home, conuer the
administrator to learn about emesgency preparations.
Ler yout friends and family members know about
the facility's plans and give them important contace
information before a huericane threatens the areas.

If you are homebound, discuss your plan with
vour caregiver.

: Jc:.“eeksupplyc:f prescriptian: '
2| Cogler for. re[ngeraled medlcatlons
_-'EI Specnal dletaryfoncis

O Learn how local authorities will
warn you of a pending disasier,

[ Build a support network of friends,
family and neighbors. Let them know
your needs in an emergency situation
and how they can assist you with
your plan.

O Connect with a local neighborhood
group such as CERT (Community
Emergency Response Team),
neighborhood watch, neighbarhood

association or a nearby place of worship.

[ Make sure your local fire departrment
knows vour needs. Register if you
need transportation or a spot in a
special needs shelter,

[J A NOAA weather alert radio can
wake you when severe weather
is threatening.

O Carefully moniior weather conditions
throughout hurricane season,

El F’encul ancl paper for camrnumcalmg
emergency mfarmallon

O If you are going to a public shelter,

wear comfortable clothes and sturdy
shoes. Have your "go bag" ready
and fet an out-of-town contact know
where you are going.

- [0 Take at least two weelds worth of

medication with you.

O Be sure to get your prescriptions

refilled. {See Get Your Prescription
Refills!, Page 5.)

"1 Have a list of contact numbers and

a copy of your personal medical
information, including a list of
medications.

2] If you stay home, never use candles

when the electricity goes out.
Stick to flashlights and battery-
operated lanterns.

E1 Help your friends and neighbors

by sharing this informationt
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Take a moment. to n:mnmhnr the dc\mmnnn caust.d by
Hurrdeane Faurina's surging flood waters.

The truth is that Pinellas County is at sk for severe
storm-surpe flooding, Despite ongoing education, there are
citizens who live in evacuation (or storm-surpe) zones in
Pinellas County who still do not have pl:-.ns for s:sﬁ: -:hcltcr
when a storm approaches

I{ a Category 3 hurdcane is headed o Pincllas Cuunn'
ahaut 391,000 peaple woukd need to evsoumte surge- vl
nerabie areas oz mobile homes. With spproximately 74,000
public shelter spaces, alternative shelter is necded. Some
people may stay in the county at o hotel or 2 relative’s howse
in a non-evacunsion arca. Others may be able o Jeave eady
enough 10 drive hundreds of miles out of haem's way.

But for others — many of whom are cldedy or pet ownazms —
additional local npportunities are needed. For them, ooguriza-
tions that sex up a voluntary Host Homes program can help

Employers, places of worship, civic organizations and com-

ity proups e among the ogranizations that can establish

their own voluntary Host Homes programs that they operate

for their own employees ar membess. Tt gives an opportunity

for those within an asganization who live in 2 sccure home in

A non-evacustion are 10 open thuic keme to 2 fellow mn:mbr:r
af the same organization who nust cvacuate,

Keeping the host/guest matches within e nrg'.mizminn
takes away some of the fear associated with the thought of
helping strangers. It allows the voluateer coordinators the
freedom to run the progrm ; 'mcc:rtlm;, to the needs of thc
participating organization,

In particelar, fith orpanizations can weach out to Ll'u:lr
cldetly and disabled members m make sure those membees
have safe shelter. A bonus is deat members are matched
with feliow members who can offer mosat aupport nnc!
comfast during a scary and uncertain dme.

The progeam can also bencht pet ownees who might othes-
wist: stay home with their pets regardless of 1he danger.
Hast Homes is not a govesnment peopeam; it is o voluntary
program for community osganizations. Pinellas Counsy

has prepared 2 toolkt and additinnat mfmmwnn to hulp
organizations get started.

To find out more go wx
www.pinellascounty. org/ emergency

PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR PET

Pincllas County pet owners have optioas when it comes to pet-friendly
emergency shelters. Pinellas County schools and Pinellas County
povernment have thiee pet-fiendly shelier locations. (Per fedesd b,
secvice animals ase allawed in any public shelter) Those segistering
for special needs sheltess should read Page B for more information
on pet sheltering,

Each of these facilities &5 substantially built, has 3 bugre indoor gem
and separate air handlers to ensure the comfort and safety of allergic
citizens who sheber there Dot shellers accept anly cats and dogs, and
availshility is limited. Please consider these sheliers as a hst resort in
your planning process.

Animal sheleers, such as Pinellas County Animal Services, the
Humane Society and the SPCA, cannct aceept your peis during emesgencics.

Deon't assume that a hoarding keanel or hoiel/meel will accept your
pet. Check ahead and [oak for kennels in non-evacuation zoaes.

Things 1o do:

3 Take your pet when you evacuate. Do not leave your pet ae home!

[C) Ask friends or fumily Living outside of evacuation arcas if they
can keep youe pet

[ Keep a pet carricr (ponable
Eennel) for each pet — one that
allanws vour pet 1o stand and
rurn asound. The carrer should
be macked with your pes’s
identification.

[0 Make sure atl your per's
wicrinations are curreat and
have proof availible of it
curreny county-issued Jicense,

E] If you must use a keanelas 2
last resort, make sure it is not in an evacuation zene and teserve
space 25 spon 25 possible. Kennels require proof of vaccinarions.

POST-DISASTER

ANIMAL COLLECTION

After a storm, stray animals will be collected
and stzped a1 (emporry collection sites prioe
10 transfer ¢o more peemanent shelters. The
{ncation of these collection sites will be
determined based on prevailing conditions.
Exery effort will be made 10 isform the public
of these Tocations so that anismals can be
renurned 1o their cwners as quickly as pos-
sible. Once the site{s) have been dewermined
you should leok {or your pet(s) at the location
nearest your home and where you st saw
vous pet. To report a Inst pet, call Pinellas
Couaty Animal Services at {727) 582-2600.

HORSE & LIVESTOCK OWNERS
NEED A PLAN

Haorse and fivestock owners need to have
peeparations in place well in advance,
Pincllzs County docs not provide any public
arzas to leave these animals during evacimtions,
so residents need 10 make arrangements to
shelter their hoeses. The Sunshine State Horse
Councif fins an informative Web page shay
provides guidance on how 10 prepare your
horse to weather the storm, Visit
www.florddabatse.caom/husricane/hucricane.

ETl'u: Pineltas County School Board
‘and Pinelias County government
pm\nde these three pet- fnenu:l[y
:shelter lucatluns. 3

'Buinedin nghland M[dd]e Schnnl

{70 Patricia Ave.

unedin

Oak Grave Middle S:houl

1370 8. Belcher Raad -0
C!earwalcr WL i
Thurgnnd Marshall Mldd!e Schuu]
3901 22nd Ave. 8.

lhemsalvwsand their pels for
hse shellers, as space is limited,
Mnblle home Fesidents are

i given first priority. Find a -
.registration form online at *

WWW, ptneliascnunty org/ :
emergen:yfpe!preparedness.hlm
ar caII [727) 532 21su -

PET-FRIENDLY
HOTELS/MOTELS

Call Visit 5t Petershurg/Cleorwater at
[727) 464-7200 or check the jollow-
ing wehsites during an evacuation:
wunwvisitsi peteclearwalercom
www.floridapats.net
www.petswelcome.com
www.LelsGoPets.com
ww,petfriendlyhatels.com
wwy,petfriendlytravel.com
wwy, 1clickpethatels.com
www.travelpels.com
www.dogfriendly.com

Cherk with nther hotels also; many
have emergency policies and will
accept pets during an evacuation,

Download a

d Pet Identification Form

from the Pinellas County
Animal Services wehsite
Follow the heading Pat Hurricane
Flanning, fill aut the form and tape

1 it tovour pet carrier ar kennel. This

{orm will contain all needed infunma-
tian abaut your pet for your stay at

Pinellas County pet-friendly shelters,

www.ainellzymunty.orp/animalsesvices
ECAMN WITH SMARTPHONE AFP

[ Proper :dl:uuhmllun : :
{0 Immiinization and medlcal recortls:
L] Comity-istieit rabiestag 7
‘01 Food and water ("-wks supply)
a Foudfmamr bowls

‘O carrier nrpcsnable kenne]

1 Medicatians

] Meizle, collar aned lc.i.sh
‘I'Manusal can opener

‘O Current photo of pet

[ Favorite toys and blanket

‘O oa Irﬂen’pan and SCA0P

[ Groarming items -2

1 Pastic bags to hand¥e wasle

‘2 Paper towels :

F_'E D_Ismfe:_mnl
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You're Prepared and the Storm Is Bearing Down

NOW WHAT? TIPS FOR DURING AND AFTER THE STORM

WHEN THE STORM’S IMPACT IS FELT
While the approach of a hurrdcane can be an anxious
time, living through the storm can be teedfying 1f you, -
T in s ordered ewmewatinn zone, you should already -
b a¢ youe safe place (host home, hotel or shelten), If -

you are not evacuating, its time o brave the storn,.
Here are some irnpurtant tips to remember;

» Sty tuncd 1o focal news or PCC-TV fnrupd:m.

» Close imerioe doors, Secure anri bnv:r:
esteenal doors. ;

* I power poes out, use )nur \»L‘athu: mdlu o
for alests. For light, use Aashlights, bannr\'-upm:cd :
Ianterna or chemicat liglt sticks. Avoid hummg
eandles and do nat run 4 penerator inside. .

After llu: storm, it's time 10 assess the damage: Keep
your batrery-operued radio close for news reports
abour damape, oad closures, power eutages and osher
emesgency instruetions. Wich three to seven days of

upon what you've stored for {ood, water, medications

* Stay indpos :md must importani] sty c:tlm. . p Sr RS
P X : and entectainment. H she county is hit with a Categary

+ Parents should extend greater patience and -
understanding to children having difficulty
:ﬂplngmlh 1%:: sinatien. Be honest sbout the -

;Lcc, and reassuee them thar you are focused -
on theie safety. Do your best to Ltcp them. "
ensertained or occupied. :

*Donat he fooled if these bs a hull it could be thc
eye of the sigem and winds may pick up again.
IF YOUR HOME IS BREACHED .

Exen thauph you have taken the neceRsIey pn.mulmnr. :

life gees back ro normal. Use the following safety
steps during recovery:

GENERATOR SAFETY

Home generators provide lismited power during a
polonged power ouzage. Use them 1o keep a refrigentor
cold, run a fan, rechacge yous cell phone or opente 1
microwave oven. Generators can help make your storm
recovery mone comformble, it they can also kill if not

uncertaingy, depending on the storm, you'll need to rely

3, 4 ar 3 burdcane, it could be weeks or moaths befoce

to protect your home, the extedor can be breached. .

Deheis can bresk through windows, and trees can cm.'ih :

theough your roof When this Imppnns, take these
immediate m:tmnr y S
*Takz refage in a small interiog toom, ctuscr

or hall\vw on the fowest level of your home,

Remember, the ceater of your | house is the sfest.

 Lie ont the floor undl:: a iable or orhee study
object lf)ou mnnnt ma.].a: it to a safe ronm.
* Consider leaving yous home ONLY if .
wemaining pases an imminent fheeat 1o your life. -
* Wit urttil the storm }m pn'atn:d m n:nd m e
any dnmagc.

DRIVING SAFELY
A hurricane ean i a familias road o an
unfamiliar and danperous one very quickly

Driving safety tips:

* Do nat drive theough standing water. You will
nat kaow the depth of the water nocwill you
knme the condidon of the soad under the watee

* Match your sperd to mad conditions. Cars can
jul:kh “become uncortrollable when driving on

amaged, debris-choked mads

* Visibility may be limited. Large trucks and
incrensed traffic on congested roadways can
obsiriet your line of sight.

* haintain a safe distance from the crin front of you

* Fraffie patterns may be shifted in work zones;
ohey posted work-zene speed limits at all imes.
Be aware of cquipment and workers.

* Constantly sean for pedestrians who ean quickly
Tnse their footing,

* Obey all “road closed” signs. Just becasse you
can't see mad damage dozsa’t mean ir s safe.

* Treas any imcmcu'lm with nos-wosking maffic
signals as an “all way" siop. Be prepared 1o stop
at ey ery "“LFiLCllﬂﬂ.

= Not all damaged or dessroyed road sigas wilk
have heen replaced.

* Be prepared 10 yield to a pedestrian or another
deiver or to stop unespected]y.

* Kneny where you are gaing and give yourself
ample time 10 get there.

« Drrive with ear lights on, and slow down,

used correctly. Read instructions carefully and fully

understand how to use your specific generator

Generator dongers:

Carbon Monoxide (CO) hazard

Carbon monoxide, 1 colorlesk, ododess ﬁas produced
from burning fuel, is deadly in very small amounts.

* Abways use geaerators outdoors, away from doars,
windows and vents, NEVER use them in homes,
garages, hasements, erned spaces or other enclosed
or parzally enclosed anwas, even with ventiharion.

* Instali banery-opermted or banery-backup cachon
monaside alarms in your home. Test these alarms
often and replace batteries when aceded.

Electrical hazards
Gcm.r:ucm create electocity, which can kill if you
receive a shock.

* Keep the peneruor dey: Operte on a dey surface
ins an open ama. Dey youe hands before handling it

* Plug appHiances directly into the genertor oe use
3 heavy-dury, nutdoar-rated extension cosd that
15 free of curs or tears and has alk theee prongs.

* NEVER plug the genertor into 2 wall outler
This practice, known as backieeding, can cause
clecimension ask to wilisy workers and others
served by the same utllity 1mnsformesr.

* if necessary 10 connect & gencriot 10 house witing
for appliances, huve a quabified clectricizn instll
needed equipment and 1each you hew to use it

Fire Tiazands
Genentors use flammable fuels, inereasing the chance of
an aceidental fire that ean threaten your lite and properry.

* Before scfueliag the geneeisor, urn it off and
fet it coal.

* Always stare fuel outside of living areas in
lzbeled conpainers.

» Stone fued away from any fucl-burming applisnce,
CHAINSAW SAFETY

While it is necessary to clear downed trees and branches,
use great caution when openting a chainsaw. Salety dps
10 hielp keep you safe and injury-frec:

Before swrting the suw
* Read your owner's manual.

* Wiar prmper safety gear, including eye and heardng
protection, heavy work ploves and wack boors.

* Check contenls, chain tension and all bolts and
handles 10 easure they are fuactioning properly.

* Fuel your saw acleast 10 feet from sourees of ignition.
* Clzae debris thar may interfere with cutting,

While running the saw
* Keep botlh hands on the landles.

* hMake sure you have secure footing,
* Do not overreach or cun directly overhead,
* Be prepared for kickback.

FOOD SAFETY GUIDELINES
P'ower outages caused by hurdeanes can present health
conacerns from food spoilage.
Tips to help keep you safe:
* Before the storm, tke an inventory of the items
in your refrigesator and froezan Pt this list
on the sefrigertor door so you know whese
everything 15 lacased.
* Keep refrigeestor and freezec doors closed as muchs
as possible. Minimal freezee-door openings can
keep frnzen items safe for about fwo days.

* Refrigeated foods should be safe i the power
is onr far no more than {four (o six hours. Discard
any food that has been above 4°F for two liours and
any fond that has an unusual odor, color or texure
Never taste food 1o detcemine safery]

* TE power will be off more than six hours, tansfer
refrigenied foods to an insulited conler flled with
iee or frozert gel packs. Keep o dheemometer in e
couler to be sure the food stays at 40°F or lowes,

For more information about fond safery, eall
the Pincllas Counsy Health Department at
(727) B24-6900, or visit www.pinellashealth.com.

RESTROOM FACILITIES

Improper disposal of Buman waste can fead 0 ousbreaks
of cholen, dysentery and ather diseases.

Tips for a sewer outage:

* Whea insteucted, do not use or Aush your taile,
Penvered sewer l:ﬁ stations may be nut ol order,
which could lead 10 & sewage back-up into homes

* Use a chemical toilet if ane is available,

* Create an emergency toiles by using yous 1oilet
howl oe a five-gallon pilassic Tucket with 2 tight-
fisting lidk. Line with a heavy-duty trash bag
and use houschold bleach as a dleusfcctam 1f
using your toiles berel, first nern off water and flush
one time to empty befoee ining with trash g,

* DO NOT use kivy litter in your emesgency
toilet. This cannot be flushed after the scwape
system is operatinnal.

* Once given the OK, dispose of the emergency
toilet’s contents into your houschold commode.

* Tharoughly sanitize vour cmclr{.;cnc\' tailet
with hleach before storing or disposal.

= Wash hands thorouphly with soap and water
aficr handling the emergency roiler

DRINKING WATER

A boil-water order can be issued durng a burdeane or any
other significans event thae affects the drnking water supply.
This means there is a possibility of some microbial
cantamination in mp water While there are advaneed and
expensive filters and specialized water treatment 1blers an
the market that can make your water safe to deink, theee
are two methods that are rpically used by homeownees:
Boiling

Boiling 5 the most effective way to kill bactera, vinuses
and parasites in water, According to the Florida Sare
Health Deparsment ani the Centes for Disease Controd,
a pot of water that has been brouglit to 2 full rolling boit
for ane minete is enough to kil pathogens and make
the warer safe to consume. Let the water come to oom
iempemnire before danking,

Bleach

Bleach is a less effective way to sanittze water but it can
work if you don’t have aeeess to power or cooking fucl,
Add /8 1sp. of commen unscented houschold bleach
{containing 3.23"6 sadium hypachlodiic) taa g'l."nn of
water and fer the water stand for at lease 30 minutes.

Remember, these methods work with water that is cleac
but possibly contaminated, nos with mucky water taken
from z disch, for example.

Far more information, visit the Center for
Discase Contral’s food and water safeey page at
wwwhede.gov/disuscers / fondwater.

CURFEWS

After the starm piasses, authorities oy announce 1
curfen: This s 2 safety measure, usually indtiased because
toads are s1ill blacked with trees or downed power lines.
To assist in the recovery efforts and 1o keep everyone
safe, & is Emportant 10 comply.
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‘Evacuation Kit

If you are evacuating to a public shelter: Pack your essentials, but pack
light as space is limited. It Is possible yau may only have a space that measures
5 feet by 2 feet. Remember, a public shelter is nnt a crulse 5hlp. itisa life boat
with the mission to save lives.

Suggested jtems for a “go bag"‘

O Wnportant papers and valid ID

O cash .

O rhone list .

[0 Medications and copies of prescriptions (or
prescriptian record printed by pharmacy)

O Nonperishable ioad

[ Spedal nonparishable dietary food

O Several gallans of drinking water to keep in
your vehicle. A minimum of ene gallon per
persan per day.

O Bedding for a small space

[Z) Personal hygiene items

[0 change of ciothes

[ Eyeglasses

[T tnfant or child necessities (wipes, dlapers bnma medicalmns)

[0 Quiet games, toys or reading materials :

If you are evacuating to stay w1th frlends or relatwes orina
host home:

Take your “go bag® and ask in advance what you an hnng for faud and water and
what kind of space you'll have for your possessians and vchl:[:s.

Prepare your home when you leave: ;

Regardless of where you are e\racuallng. befure yau leave ynur hame he sure m
do the fallowing:

2] Take your valuables and impartant papers

O Tumoff all utifities {water, electricity, gas} atthe main swurJ1

O Leck windaws and doors

O Fill your gas tank :

O Advise friends or refatives of whan: ynu are gning

Document Ghecklist

Personal papers to take with you:

[ Driver's license or 1D card [ List of insurance policies with

O trmpartant numbers and company names, policy types
emergency contacts and policy numbers .

[ Credit cards and list of creditors [ PRoctor’s conract infurmation

[] Medical records and blood type [ Cany of wms,{ trust documents

[ Prescription record (prinied hy and living wills
pharmacy. List doctars, medications, [J Titles for your house, car and
dosages, prescription numbers, eic) | other property

O Cash [ 8irth, marriage, divorce, death an

[} Bank account numbers adoption cerificates and passporls

[} List of savings and investments, ] List of advisars, such as accountant,
inchugding CDs, stacks, bonds ard attorney and rE]IgIE!!JS leader
mttual funds [ Education and military records

[ Household investory: paper copy, {0 other special papers that would
photas, Hashdrive, vitlen tape and/or be difficult or impaossible 10
computer disk replace if last

¥ y;ou are s"tayirlg home dui ng a hu
“your survival kit Keep ltems in airiight plastic bags or containers. Re lace stured
water every.sia manths and double-check battery explration dal;

Suggested items for a Ystay kit

1 onesweek supply of fluids to drink
- ‘and food that requires na cooklin

121 Ready-to-eat canned m=a1s
{ruits and vegetables::

- Muts, huef}erky and lrail mix

1 Ralsins, | Eea thum:r
. grannla

£ Formula or baby i
1 canned juices or spnrts drin

O Onerfal n nf wal:r
per

l:| Nnn-elm:trl: €an opener
3 utiity knlfe 5
L} Cups, plates and plasm: utensils
3 capler nnd iee
3 Pet foad -

Sanitation

E] Portable tollat {ﬁve-gallun bucke
. heavy trash hags, chinrine bleach

O Toilet paper and mnlsl towelattes
O Feminine stipplies
O Fersnna[ hvglene item

‘Kids suppllr_f. and entertainment
O Favorite nnnperishahl: 5nack5
O Powdered milk :;
] stufed animal or fnva te lay
[ alanket and pacifier
Im] Diapers and wlpes
[ card and hoard games .
[ Hunks v

othing and ‘bedding

3. 0ne compiete change of 7
-2/ clothing and slmcs per perse

I Matches orllghlcr in
“ waterproof. contalner:

'I:,",l ‘Compass and. |ut:il :lps .wilh
she]ter !ocatlons i

0 Paper'argd pen:ll
‘O Plastic sheeting and larps :
[ ‘Elastic cords or rope
- ) insect repaiien

‘Pinellas County Information
{727) 464-3000 / VITDH} {727) 4644062 -

Winipinellascounty.org

PInellas County Emergency Management
{727) 464-3B00  www.pinelinscounty.org/emergency

:Pinellas County Citizens fnformatlon Center . 270

{727) 45644333 / TDD {727) 464-3075

Find Your Evacuation Level **
{727) 4533150 gis.pinetl ---mfynrz/knnwyaumne

/(BBE) 689-A905 :

Community Nutlﬁcatlnn s::rvi:e

Pineflas L'ounty

{(Hotelimeatel evac info'inside Pinelias Cuunty)

Visli St. Petersburg/Clearwater RS PRI .
!vmv.v!:ltsipatedenm'ntencam

S1, Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport
{727) 453-7800 www.fly2pie.com

“Finellas County Animal Servicos?

{727) 582-2600 } TOD (727) 5B3-2636 i pinellascounty.orp/animalservices.

Pinellas County Communications
(727) 4844600 www.pineflascounty.org/communications
WL imellasce Wty org/ty

‘Pinellas County Construction Ucensing Bunrd {Fﬂr mnrrucmrlnfunnalmnj
({727) 582-3100 & B

wiprcclb.gom

Pinellas County Economic Development
(727) 464-7332  www.pced.org

‘Pinetlas County, Health Department

{727) 524-6900 - wiww. plnellashealth.com

Pincilas County Schoo! Board

(727) 588-6000 / Schoal Bus Info Line {727) 5B7-2020  wawipcsb.org

* {Pinellas County Sheriff's Office
{737} 5R2-6200 5w posoweb.ron |

[nun-cmcrgcnry)

Pinellas County Department of Envlrnnment nnd Infrastructure
Water (727) 464-4000 / Solid Wasle {727} 464-7500
wwi. pinelloscounty.org/utilities

Pinellas Suncoast Transit Aulhnrily (PSTA)

/[BE6) 9667226

{727) 540-1900°" “swww.psta.net -

State of Florido

Florida Highway Patrol = G
‘¥FHP. (Mobile Phone) (7"7} 57[1-5010 mnvﬁhsmvgovlfhp :
Florida Divislon of Emergency Management  (nonemergency)
(B50) 4139968  www.flpridadisaster.org

Florida Atlurney ﬁeneral's Olﬁ:e

_r_rnng'ppnp:rfce'guu_giqg) U

Federal

/(800) 621-3362 ¢

Federal Emergen:y Management Agem:y {FEMA)
swww.femad.gov

NOAA Weather Alert Radio
SAME code for Pmulias Cnunly. 012103

‘National Hurriean
‘wavwithc.nogd. gov

National Weather Servlccn'ampa Bay Area
wiviiveather gov/tiw

utility Companies

Bright House Networks
{688} 284-0088 brlgh!.huusc.:nm/mmpa buy!dcfauit

Clearwater Gas :*
{727} 5624000 1 Wi

earwatargus.mm i

Duke Energy  ({To seport outoges)
{809) 2.8-8485 wiviw.duke-energy.com .

Knalogy
{727 2390274

wivw.kiology.com

People’s Gas

(B77) B32-6747  ww, peop.l:sgas.mm
TECO  {Ta report nulng:s,l i

{{g77) 5B8-1010:: wwwmm ael dﬂccam

Verlzon

{00} B37-4066  wwvwiverizon.com

Oiher Agencles

American Red Cross
North County {727) 446-2358
W, redcmss.urg/ﬂ.o’mmpwbay

:{813) 274-0900

United Way R
nwv.un!ledwnysun astorg o

Federal Alllance For Safe Homes (FLASH}
(§77) 221-7233  wiww.flosh.org

. ‘institute of Busincss and Home safety (IBHS)
i :(B13) 2B6-3400 :

Swww.dlsastersafety.org

Insurance information [nstitute
www.lil.org

:2-1-1 Referral Line ’; :
rak i mvw.zﬁmmpabay.org

* Sign up 1o reccive test messages an your cell phone rrgmdtn Rurrdeane evocwations and
teceivery, as well as any atfer major emergencics within Pineflas County, Your service
provider woy charge you for these messages based o0 your plon, Coll (388) 609-8905,

** Dply open duing emergencies
*ov Fined your hnsericene evaciation fevel using vaur hone telephone number.




