Terra Nova Testing Accommodations

1. Calculators are not to be used during the Terra Nova Assessments (TN), unless stipulated in a student’s support plan and is related directly to dyscalculia or other diagnosed and related mathematical disability. Calculators cannot be used on computation sections of the TN.
2. All students currently registered (even those new to the school – greater than 1 month) should be tested and included in the school scores.

3. Students may be given testing accommodations under the following circumstances:

· A written diagnosis by a professional of a special learning need (e.g. specific learning disability, attention deficit disorder, hearing impairment, etc.) is in the student’s file.
· Students should not be given TN testing accommodations unless there is a written diagnosis of a legitimate special learning need and a Student Support Plan (SSP)has been written, implemented and is in the student’s file.
· Which students are eligible for accommodations assessments?
· A student with a disability is eligible to receive accommodations on TN assessments if the SSP team determines and documents that the student requires allowable accommodations during instruction, as well as for participation in diocesan standardized assessments. The SSP team should determine which accommodations the student needs, if any. This information must be documented in the student’s SSP.  The accommodations are then used regularly in the classroom for daily academic work and assessments. In accordance with testing guidelines, these same accommodations—if proven successful in the classroom and if allowable—may be used during the administration of statewide assessments.
· The scores of the accommodated students must be included with the other scores at that grade level but can be coded appropriately.
· The names of the students receiving accommodations should be sent to your District Superintendent two weeks before testing.
4. Extended Time

· Students are to receive 1.5 extra time.  For example, a 30-minute test is extended to 45 minutes.
· Students are to be in a separate class.  
· They cannot be grouped with the regular class and complete the test at a different time.  
· These students may have more breaks between tests; but cannot stop in the middle of a test and complete at a later time.

5. ELL students 
· Can receive accommodations for the first year at the school.  
· The accommodations that are used regularly in the classroom for daily academic work and assessments.
Criteria for Excluding Student Scores from Group Scores

Under the following circumstances a student’s scores may be excluded from the group scores.

· A student is a foreign exchange student from a non‐English speaking country.
· A student has limited English language proficiency e.g. a student who has recently moved to this country and has little or no English speaking or reading ability.
· A student has a documented disability so severe that he/she is unable to complete all or part of the test even with accommodations.
· A student with limited ability is receiving modifications in the curriculum.
· For a child with a documented severe disability, the request must indicate why the exclusion is being requested and be specific about whether the request is for all tests or just some of the tests, e.g. reading. Documentation of the disability must be included with the request and an indication of which reason is being used to exclude the student.
· All requests to exclude a student’s test scores from the aggregate must be submitted in writing to your District Superintendent prior to the testing period. The Superintendent will make the final determination.
Student Answer Sheet

Please be sure to mark all of the appropriate areas that relate to the accommodation of the student in the Information Section of the student answer sheet. Please refer to pg. 24 from the Testing Coordinators Manual for information concerning special codes.
Invalidation of Student Answer Documents

Special circumstances, interruptions, or distractions that affect individual or group performance can result in invalid student test books.  Students who experience sudden illness or become unduly disturbed by the testing situation should have their student test books marked as invalid for that content area (for example, Reading or Mathematics).
To invalidate a student book, refer to the Test Coordinators Guide (page 26).
Rev. 02/05/2020
