Christian Initiation of adults
in exceptional circumstances

(Abbreviated Form)

RCIA nos. 331-369
331.  Exceptional circumstances may arise in which the bishop, in individual cases, can allow the use of a form of Christian initiation that is simpler than the usual, complete rite (see no. 34.4).  The exceptional circumstances in question are either events that prevent the candidate from completing all the steps of the catechumenate or a depth of Christian conversion and a degree of religious maturity that lead the bishop to decide that the candidate may receive baptism without delay.
336.  Before the abbreviated form of the rite is celebrated the candidate must have gone through an adequate period of instruction and preparation before baptism.

337.  This rite includes elements that express the presentation and welcoming of the candidate and that also express the candidate’s clear and firm resolve to request Christian initiation, as well as the Church’s approval of the candidate.
Receiving the Elect
340.  Before the celebration begins, the elect with their godparents and friends wait outside the church or inside, at the entrance or some other convenient place.  The celebrant, wearing the vestments for Mass, goes to meet them.
Greeting
341.  The celebrant greets the elect and points out the joy and happiness of the Church to initiate them.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
Response:  Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Response:  And with your spirit.

My friends, we are overjoyed this morning to have ____ elect with us, and their godparents.  These elect will receive at this liturgy the three sacraments of initiation:  Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist.
Opening Dialogue

342.  Facing the elect, the celebrant asks them about their intentions.  The celebrant may use words other than those found in the three (3) options provided below:
A.  My dear elect, what do you ask of God’s Church?

B.  My dear elect, what do you desire?

C.  My dear elect, for what reason have you come?

The elect may respond with the following or with other words:

A.  Faith.

B.  The grace of Christ.

C.  Entrance into the Church.

The celebrant continues with the following options or follows the response used by the elect.
A.  What does faith offer you?
B.  What does the grace of Christ offer you?
C.  What does entrance into the Church offer you?
The elect respond:  Eternal life.

Elect’s Declaration
343. The celebrant addresses the elect, adapting as required the following or similar words to the opening dialogue.
This is eternal life:  to know the one true God and Jesus Christ, whom he has sent.  Christ has been raised from the dead and appointed by God as the Lord of life and ruler of all things, seen and unseen.

You would not ask for this life or seek baptism today, unless you had already come to know Christ and wanted to become his disciple.  And so I ask you to declare before this community:
Have you listened to Christ’s word and resolved to keep his commandments?  
Elect:  I have.
Have you shared our way of life and joined us in prayer?  
Elect:  I have.
Have you done all these things with the intention of becoming a Catholic Christian?

Elect:  I have.
Affirmation by the Godparents
344. Then celebrant turns to the godparents and asks:
You are these candidate’s godparents.  As God is your witness, do you consider them worthy to be admitted today to the sacraments of Christian initiation?

Godparents:  I do.
You have spoken in favor of your candidates.  Are you prepared to help them to serve Christ by your words and example?

Godparents:  I am.
The celebrant, with hands joined, prays:
Let us pray.
Father of mercy,

we thank you for your servants, these candidates.
You have sought and summoned them in many ways

and they have turned to seek you.

You have called them today

and they have answered in the presence of the Church.

Look favorably upon them

and let your loving purpose be fulfilled within them.

Through Christ our Lord.

Reponse:  Amen.
Invitation to the Celebration of the Word of God
345. The celebrant invites the elect and godparents to enter the church.
My dear elect, come now into the church, to share with us at the table of God’s word.

Liturgy of the Word
Readings
347.  The readings may be taken in whole or in part from those provided in the Lectionary for Mass for the day or found in Ritual Masses: “Christian Initiation Apart from the Easter Vigil” (cf. Volume IV).
Homily

Intercessions for the Elect
349.  After the homily, the celebrant invites the elect and godparents forward.
I now invite the elect and their godparents to come forward to join me.
Celebrant:
Will the congregation please stand.

Let us pray for our brothers and sisters who ask for Christ’s sacraments, and let us pray for ourselves, sinners that we are, that we may all draw nearer to Christ in faith and repentance and walk untiringly in newness of life.
Assisting minister:
That the Lord may kindle in all of us a spirit of true repentance, we pray to the Lord.

That we, who have died to sin and been saved by Christ through baptism, may be living proof of his grace, we pray to the Lord.

That with trust in God’s love and sorrow for sin, our brothers and sisters may prepare to meet Christ their Savior, we pray to the Lord.

That by following Christ, who takes away the sin of the world, our brothers and sisters may be healed of the infection of sin and freed from its power, we pray to the Lord.

That by the power of the Holy Spirit they may be cleansed from sin and guided along the paths of holiness, we pray to the Lord.

That through burial with Christ in baptism they may die to sin and live always for God, we pray to the Lord.

That on the day of judgement they may come before the Father bearing fruits of holiness and love, we pray to the Lord.

That the entire world, for which the Father gave his beloved Son, may believe in his love and turn to him, we pray to the Lord.

[Intentions for the parish could be added to this list.]

Prayer of Exorcism
351.  The celebrant concludes the intercessions with the following prayer.

Father of mercies,

you sent your only Son

to rescue us from the slavery of sin

and to give us freedom as your children.

We pray for your servants, our elect;
they have faced temptations of this world

and been tested by the cunning of Satan;

now they acknowledge their sinfulness

and profess their faith.

By the passion and resurrection of your Son

deliver them from the powers of darkness

and strengthen them through the grace of Christ,
that they may journey through life,

shielded by you unfailing care.

Through Christ our Lord.

The assembly is seated.

Celebration of Baptism
Invitation to Prayer
353.  The elect with the godparents go to the baptismal font with the celebrant.  Then the celebrant says:
Dear friends, let us pray to almighty God for our brothers and sisters, the elect, who are asking for baptism.  He has called them and brought them to this moment; may he grant them light and strength to follow Christ with a resolute heart and to profess the faith of the Church.  May he give them the new life of the Holy Spirit, whom we are about to call down upon this water.
Prayer over the Water
354. Facing the font (or vessel) containing the water, the celebrant says the following:
O God, who by invisible power
accomplish a wondrous effect

through sacramental signs

and who in many ways have prepared water,

    your creation,

to show forth the grace of Baptism;

O God, whose Spirit
in the first moments of the world’s creation

hovered over the waters,

so that the very substance of water

would even then take to itself the power to sanctify;

O God, who by the outpouring of the flood
foreshadowed regeneration,

so that from the mystery of one and the same

    element of water

would come an end to vice and a beginning of virtue;

O God, who caused the children of Abraham
to pass dry-shod through the Red Sea,

so that the chosen people,

set free from slavery to Pharaoh,

would prefigure the people of the baptized;

O God, whose Son,
baptized by John in the waters of the Jordan,

was anointed with the Holy Spirit,

and, as he hung upon the Cross,

gave forth water from his side along with blood,

and after his Resurrection commanded his disciples:

 “Go forth, teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son,

    and of the Holy Spirit.”

look now, we pray, upon the face of your Church
and graciously unseal for her the fountain of Baptism.

May this water receive by the Holy Spirit
the grace of your Only Begotten Son,

so that human nature, created in your image

and washed clean through the Sacrament of Baptism

from all the squalor of the life of old,

may be found worthy to rise to the life of

    newborn children

through water and the Holy Spirit.

Before continuing, the celebrant pauses and touches the water with his right hand.
O Lord, may the power of the Holy Spirit,
come down through your Son

into the fullness of this font,

so that all who have been buried with Christ

    by Baptism into death

may rise again to life with him.

Who live and reigns with you
    in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith
(Translation taken from the Order of Baptism of Infants © 2020)

355.  After the blessing of water, the celebrant continues with the renunciation of sin and profession of faith. One of the following options may be used for the renunciation of sin.  

Candidates for Baptism and Confirmation, as I ask you these questions, please respond loudly so all hear can hear you.

Members of the congregation, I also ask you to respond to these questions as a renewal of your faith.
A.

Do you renounce Satan?

Elect:  I do.
And all his works?

Elect:  I do.
And all his empty show?

Elect:  I do.
B.

Do you renounce sin,

so as to live in the freedom of the children of God?

Elect:  I do.
Do you renounce the lure of evil,

so that sin may have no mastery over you?

Elect:  I do.
Do you renounce Satan,

the author and prince of sin?

Elect:  I do.
Profession of Faith
357.  Then the celebrant elicits the threefold profession of faith from the elect, by asking: 
Do you believe in God,
the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth?

Elect:  I do.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered death and was buried,
rose again from the dead

and is seated at the right hand of the Father?

Elect:  I do.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting?

Elect:  I do.

This is our faith.  This is the faith of the Church.

We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Response:  Amen.

Baptism
358.  Immediately after the profession of faith the celebrant baptizes the candidate by infusion (the pouring of water).  Either or both godparents place their right hand on the shoulder of the candidate as water is poured three times.
I now invite those to be baptized, along with your godparents, to come forward.

The congregation may be seated.

N., I baptize you in the name of the Father,
He pours water a first time.
and of the Son,

He pours water a second time.

and of the Holy Spirit.

He pours water a third time.

While the candidates are being baptized, the community may sing an acclamation, such as:
“Blessed be God, who has chosen you in Christ” or an “Alleluia.”
Clothing with a Baptismal Garment [Optional]
360. A white garment may be used.  To all the newly baptized, the celebrant says the following, and at the words “Receive this baptismal garment” the godparent(s) place the garment on the newly baptized.
Newly baptized, you have become a new creation
and have clothed yourself in Christ.

Receive this baptismal garment

and bring it unstained to the judgement seat

of our Lord Jesus Christ,

so that you may have everlasting life.

Newly baptized:  Amen.
Presentation of a Lighted Candle
361.  The celebrant takes the Easter candle in his hands or touches it, saying to the godparent(s):
Godparents, please come forward to give the newly baptized the light of Christ.

A godparent goes to the celebrant and lights a candle from the Easter candle, then presents it to the newly baptized.  Then the celebrant says to all the newly baptized:
Newly baptized, you have been enlightened by Christ.

Walk always as children of the light

and keep the flame of faith alive in your hearts.

When the Lord comes, may you go out to meet him

with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom.

Newly baptized:  Amen.
Sacrament of Confirmation
(The 2016 Order of Confirmation translation)

Invitation

364. The celebrant first addresses the newly baptized in these or similar words.
Candidates for Confirmation, born again in Baptism, you have become members of Christ and of his priestly people.  Now you are to share in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit among us, the Spirit sent by the Lord upon his apostles at Pentecost and given by them and their successors to the baptized.
The promised strength of the Holy Spirit, which you are to receive, will make you more like Christ and help you to be a wit-ness to his suffering, death, and resurrection.  It will strengthen you to be an active member of the Church and to build up the Body of Christ in faith and love.

With hands joined, the celebrant next addresses the assembly:
My dear friends, let us pray to God our Father, that he will pour out the Holy Spirit on our newly baptized brothers and sisters to strengthen them with his gifts and anoint them to be more like Christ, the Son of God. 

All pray briefly in silence.
Laying on of Hands

365.  The celebrant extends his hands over the candidates and prays:

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who brought these your servants to new birth

by water and the Holy Spirit,

freeing them from sin:
send upon them, O Lord, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete;

give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and fortitude,

the spirit of knowledge and piety;

fill them with the spirit of the fear of the Lord.

Through Christ our Lord.

Response.  Amen.
Anointing with Chrism

366.  The sponsor places their right hand on the shoulder of the candidate.
The celebrant dips his right thumb into the Chrism and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of the one to be confirmed, as he says:

N., be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit.
Response:  Amen.
Peace be with you.

Response:  And with your spirit. 

Between candidates, the celebrant will use hand sanitizer before dipping his thumb into the Chrism.

During the anointing, suitable music may be sung.
367.  The Profession of Faith (the Creed) is not said.
Liturgy of the Eucharist

368.  The Mass continues as usual.  The Eucharistic Prayer is to include the special interpolations given for Eucharistic Prayers I, II, III, and IV in the Roman Missal, Ritual Masses: “Christian Initiation – Baptism.”
369.  Before saying “This is the Lamb of God” the celebrant may briefly remind the neophytes of the preeminence of the Eucharist, which is the climax of Christian initiation and the center of the whole Christian life.
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