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ENCOUNTERING GOD      
AND NURTURING OUR   

SPIRITUAL LIFE
The Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
is one of 11 diocesan ministries that 
embrace God’s call to serve, and offer 
all who seek God an opportunity 
to encounter Him and enrich our 
spiritual lives, fostering our response 
to God’s call to serve. Through the 
Catholic Ministry Appeal, this group 
of ministries 
will receive 
$3.6 million of 
the total $8.5 
million appeal 
goal to carry 
out their good 
works. 

Rev. Elixavier “Xavy” Castro
Chaplain of Tampa Catholic High School

“I’ve been involved with the Good 
Samaritan Project since I was a 
seminarian. I’ve been invited to help 
at GSP when I was at my pastorial 
parish at Our Lady of the Rosary. And 
that pastoral year we had a summer 
assignment of being assigned to help 
out at GSP. And ever since, I went 
back as a priest, I also would come and visit here.

What I greatly appreciate about GSP in general is that it’s not just about 
getting service hours. It’s about encountering Christ in each other.

But here [GSP] it has been a more concentrated aspect of building up those 
relationships because we’re with each other 24-hours a day for the next five 
days and you just get so many opportunities and you get to know them much 
better. They get to share about not just the experiences of the retreat, but they 
point out something maybe in their own life that they realize they need healing 
or that the graces that have been there or just to share funny stories and build 
up those relationships.”

OUR GOAL: $8.5 MillionEMBRACING GOD’S 
CALL TO SERVE

ACCOMPANYING OUR 
MISSIONARY DISCIPLES

Spotlight on... 
Ministry to Youth & Young Adults
The Youth and Young Adult Ministry builds opportunities for young 
people to encounter the Lord, supporting those seeking a rich, 
spiritual life, and fostering our response to His call to serve. Last 
year, this ministry held its 10th annual Good Samaritan Project, 
bringing the youth in our diocese together to grow in the virtue of 
stewardship to advance the quality of life in our community both 
during the event and every day after.

Spotlight on... 
Shelters of Hope
Through social services designed to preserve families, encourage 
self-sufficiency, and promote social justice, Catholic Charities 
brings faith and love to those they serve. This past year, Catholic 
Charities housed and sheltered more than 4,000 people 
through Shelters of Hope, and provided new affordable housing 
opportunities with the opening of Mercy Oaks Apartments in 
Tampa, the Pasco Family Shelter for young homeless families with 
children, and two communities in Hillsborough County, Las Villas 
and Vincent Oaks. An additional location, St. Benedict Apartments, 
will be available after construction is completed this year.

Spotlight on... 
Ministry to Priests
Our priests care for thousands of parishioners, encouraging all of 
us to embrace God’s call. Our Office of Ministry to Priests offers 
our active and retired priests opportunities for spiritual direction, 
sacramental reconciliation, consultation, days  
of recollection, retreats, and mentoring for  
our newly ordained priests and new pastors.

ENCOUNTERING GOD AND  
NURTURING OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE
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Accompanying our  
Missionary Disciples

Encountering God and 
Nurturing our Spiritual Life

• Clergy Care, Ministry to Priests & Continuing Education for Priests
• Haitian Apostolate & the St. Rita, St. Joseph-Tampa  

& St. Clement Migrant Apostolates
• Justice, Life & Advocacy Promotion & Formation
• Safe Environment Program
• Stewardship Formation & Development Programs
• Support for Shrines in the Holy Land & Churches in Latin America

• Bethany Center for Spiritual & Formation Development
• Faith Formation & Evangelization
• Lay Pastoral Ministry Formation Program
• Marriage & Family Life
• Media-Based Communication Ministry
• Ministry to Catholic Schools & Tuition Assistance Grants
• Ministry to Multicultural Communities
• Ministry to Youth & Young Adults
• Office of Worship & Diocesan Liturgical Celebrations
• Support of The Catholic University
• Tribunal Office for Canonical Information & Sacramental Support

31%
Embracing God’s  
Call to Serve

• Catholic Charities of the Diocese of St. Petersburg
• Diaconate Program & Formation
• La Clinica Guadalupana Support
• Prison Ministry
• Seminarian Education & Support, & Promotion of Vocations
• Vicar for Religious

Clients 
Sheltered1,235
Clients 
Housed3,106
Shelter 
Meals Served183,717

106 Priests in active service 
across our 75 parishes  
& 4 missions

27 Priests serving 
less than 7 years

17 New pastors 
serving 1-5 years

62 Veteran pastors  
serving 5+ years

Young Adult 
Volunteers324

Service 
Sites over18
Days for  
a total of4
Hours10,368

Hours at32

GOOD 
SAMARITAN 
PROJECT

$3.5M
42%




