
“I would like to thank our dear Bishop, 
the donors and you [Msgr. Mike G. Muhr]
for providing me this wonderful opportunity 
to go through this Pilot program [Spoken 
Clarity for Liturgy and Pastoral Ministry 
Program]. My instructor has been just 
wonderful as a person, as a teacher and 
trainer in imparting clarity and confidence in 
me. I express my deep gratitude to her. I also 
would like to thank Fr. Paul Kochu, my Pastor, for allowing me to go through this 
program.

Normally, I ask my parishioners here at St. Luke, especially those with whom 
I am familiar with, to give me some feedback about my homilies, my language, etc. 
Their responses have been very encouraging to me. 

I can say that this Pilot program was an excellent program wherein I have benefited 
a lot as far as language and culture is concerned. Overall, I can say that the Program 
has been very useful, and it will do a lot good to me in my Parish Ministry and Liturgy. 
I would recommend this Program to anyone who is interested to improve upon 
his/her language and alongside understand to some extent, the culture associated 
with the language.”

OUR GOAL: $8.5 MillionEMBRACING GOD’S 
CALL TO SERVE

ACCOMPANYING OUR 
MISSIONARY DISCIPLES

Spotlight on... 
Ministry to Youth & Young Adults
The Youth and Young Adult Ministry builds opportunities for young 
people to encounter the Lord, supporting those seeking a rich, 
spiritual life, and fostering our response to His call to serve. Last 
year, this ministry held its 10th annual Good Samaritan Project, 
bringing the youth in our diocese together to grow in the virtue of 
stewardship to advance the quality of life in our community both 
during the event and every day after.

Spotlight on... 
Shelters of Hope
Through social services designed to preserve families, encourage 
self-sufficiency, and promote social justice, Catholic Charities 
brings faith and love to those they serve. This past year, Catholic 
Charities housed and sheltered more than 4,000 people 
through Shelters of Hope, and provided new affordable housing 
opportunities with the opening of Mercy Oaks Apartments in 
Tampa, the Pasco Family Shelter for young homeless families with 
children, and two communities in Hillsborough County, Las Villas 
and Vincent Oaks. An additional location, St. Benedict Apartments, 
will be available after construction is completed this year.

Spotlight on... 
Ministry to Priests
Our priests care for thousands of parishioners, encouraging all of 
us to embrace God’s call. Our Office of Ministry to Priests offers 
our active and retired priests opportunities for spiritual direction, 
sacramental reconciliation, consultation, days  
of recollection, retreats, and mentoring for  
our newly ordained priests and new pastors.

ENCOUNTERING GOD AND  
NURTURING OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE

27%

42%

Accompanying our  
Missionary Disciples

Encountering God and 
Nurturing our Spiritual Life

• Clergy Care, Ministry to Priests & Continuing Education for Priests
• Haitian Apostolate & the St. Rita, St. Joseph-Tampa  

& St. Clement Migrant Apostolates
• Justice, Life & Advocacy Promotion & Formation
• Safe Environment Program
• Stewardship Formation & Development Programs
• Support for Shrines in the Holy Land & Churches in Latin America

• Bethany Center for Spiritual & Formation Development
• Faith Formation & Evangelization
• Lay Pastoral Ministry Formation Program
• Marriage & Family Life
• Media-Based Communication Ministry
• Ministry to Catholic Schools & Tuition Assistance Grants
• Ministry to Multicultural Communities
• Ministry to Youth & Young Adults
• Office of Worship & Diocesan Liturgical Celebrations
• Support of The Catholic University
• Tribunal Office for Canonical Information & Sacramental Support

31%
Embracing God’s  
Call to Serve

• Catholic Charities of the Diocese of St. Petersburg
• Diaconate Program & Formation
• La Clinica Guadalupana Support
• Prison Ministry
• Seminarian Education & Support, & Promotion of Vocations
• Vicar for Religious

Clients 
Sheltered1,235
Clients 
Housed3,106
Shelter 
Meals Served183,717

106 Priests in active service 
across our 75 parishes  
& 4 missions

27 Priests serving 
less than 7 years

17 New pastors 
serving 1-5 years

62 Veteran pastors  
serving 5+ years

Young Adult 
Volunteers324

Service 
Sites over18
Days for  
a total of4
Hours10,368

Hours at32
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MINISTRY TO PRIESTS
Imparting clarity and confidence

MINISTRIES IN ACTION

DOSP.ORG/CATHOLICMINISTRYAPPEALFOLLOW US @DIOSTPETE

SCAN TO LEARN MORE
about these ministries!

ACCOMPANYING OUR 
MISSIONARY DISCIPLES

Ministry to Priests is one of six 
diocesan ministries that serve our 
clergy and lay leaders in their pastoral 
journey so they may continue 
offering our people the formation 
and foundation needed to bring 
God’s message, mission and ministry 
to our faith communities and world.  
Through the 
Catholic 
Ministry Appeal, 
this group of 
ministries will 
receive $2.3 
million of the 
total $8.5 million 
appeal goal to carry out their good 
works. 

Rev. Pedro Camilo Simoes S.A.C. 
St. Luke the Evangelist Catholic Church, Palm Harbor

$2.3M
27%


