Diocese of Saint Petersburg
Catholic Ministry Appeal
2026 Pastor Letter Template – Draft

Each year, we come together as a parish family in support of the Catholic Ministry Appeal, and are reminded of Christ’s call to live with humility, mercy, and peace. United in our mission to courageously live the Gospel, <short parish name> joins parishes across the Diocese of Saint Petersburg to work as one community, sharing Christ’s love and compassion with those who need it most.

[bookmark: _Hlk212995010][bookmark: _Hlk212995075]In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9). The Beatitudes are not simply comforting words; they are a call to action. When we allow Christ’s peace to transform our hearts, we become instruments of His grace to spread hope, mercy, and healing throughout the five counties of our Diocese.

Through the Catholic Ministry Appeal, we are living the Beatitudes in action. Together, we form future priests and deacons, pass on our faith to children and young adults, support our brothers and sisters in need through Catholic Charities and ministries of mercy, strengthen families in faith, and equip parish leaders to evangelize with courage and clarity. These good works are possible because we unite as one Diocesan family through the Catholic Ministry Appeal.

[bookmark: _Hlk212565205]I invite you to prayerfully consider joining me, Bishop Parkes, and the <short parish name> family in making a commitment to the 2026 Catholic Ministry Appeal. You can do so by filling out and returning the enclosed pledge by mail, or by making your gift online using the QR Code. 

The Catholic Ministry Appeal has positively impacted thousands of lives across the Diocese of Saint Petersburg. Your support has changed lives. Here are just a few ways the generosity of parishioners like you have made an impact in 2025:

· <IMPACT STATEMENT #1>. 
· <IMPACT STATEMENT #2>.

Your participation is a visible sign of faith and unity, helping our Diocesan Church continue to build up the Kingdom of God across our communities.  Together, we can do something beautiful for God.

May the Lord bless you abundantly for your commitment to living the Beatitudes and Courageously Living the Gospel.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

<INSERT SIGNATURE>



<PASTOR NAME>, Pastor
<PARISH NAME>





Impact Statements (Pastors – Choose 2 Impact Statements to Feature in Your Letter)

· Youth and Young Adult Ministry
A. Good Samaritan Project welcomed a total of 371 teams, chaperones, and young adult leaders to provide service to those in need.
B. 65 Young Adults came together in fellowship at the Wading Through Wave Young Adult Retreat
· Catholic Charities
A. Tampa, Pasco, and Pinellas Hope provided shelter to 2,117 homeless individuals in need.
B. Catholic Charities provided affordable housing to 3,141 neighbors in need.
C. Catholic Charities food pantry provided meals to 8,876 hungry people.
D. 4,487 people received care at Catholic Charities Medical Clinics
E. 3,539 moms in need received assistance at diocesan pregnancy centers & through adoption services.
F. 36,861 neighbors in need across the diocese received assistance from Catholic Charities.
· Office of the Diaconate
A. Through the Office of the Diaconate, six men were ordained to the permanent Diaconate in October 2025.
· WBVM 90.5 Spirit FM
A. Spirit FM, now celebrating 40 years of broadcasting, is empowered to evangelize the airwaves
B. Spirit FM has increased its weekly listeners by 24%.
C. Countless listeners to Spirit FM have returned to the Church and come into the Church. 
· Vocations
A. 19 women discerning religious life attended Fiat Ministries Discernment Retreat.
B. 25 seminarians from 17 parishes are being formed into the next generation of priests for the Diocese of Saint Petersburg.
· Catholic Schools and Centers
A. 13,638 students are receiving a Catholic Education throughout the diocese.
B. In the 2025-26 school year, diocesan Catholic Schools witnessed a 7.36% increase in enrollment.
· Ministry to Priests
A. Through our Ministry to Priests, the Diocese of Saint Petersburg is served by 139 priests serving in active ministry throughout our 5 counties, along with numerous retired and visiting priests residing in our Diocese. 
· Intercultural Ministries
A. 500 Catholics joyfully celebrated the Eucharist at the Annual Diocesan Hispanic Mass and showed devotion to the Blessed Mother. 
