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Message

Calendar
Channels



Se
pt

em
be

r
Ca

le
nd

ar NEED: Donate items to the food drive

Week 1: WHY Article of food pantry by 
homeless man
https://outhunger.org/project/food-give/

Week 2: Article continued. +Add article to 
website

Week 3: Father’s comments on Corporal 
Works of Mercy #1 Feed the Hungry

Week 4: WHO and WHAT Request food  
donation. 
+Message on app

Information AND Inspiration

https://outhunger.org/project/food-give/


Week 1

Here’s a great article 
written by a former 
homeless man on what 
we should take to food 
banks (and what we 
shouldn’t).
The main takeaway: 
donate like you were the 
one receiving the food:

Welcome to the food 
bank.  Continued next 
week.



Week 2

Welcome to the food bank.

A few ground rules:
1. Do not give anything you 
would not want to eat. 
2. Consider giving food that 
can be eaten without 
cooking. 
4. Don’t give perishable 
items. 

5. Think about people with 
special dietary needs.
6. Choose things that don’t 
require elaborate 
preparation. 
7. Keep it simple.



Week 3

Feeding the hungry is one of the 
corporal works of mercy. This 
teaching of Jesus comes from the 
Gospel of Matthew 25:35 where, in 
a parable, Jesus says, “For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me 
drink.”

The responsibility to provide food 
and drink for those in need is 
found throughout the Old and New 
Testaments. For example, in 
Deuteronomy 15:11, God instructs 
the Israelites to share freely the 
gifts of the land with those in 
need:

Fr. Joe



Week 4

The pantry shelves are 
running low. Did you 
know we provide food 
for over 50 people a 
month? Allison, Mary 
and Julie are ready to 
stock the pantry. 
Please bring your food 
items to the box in 
back of the church. 
Thank you!



N
ov

em
be

r
Ca

le
nd

ar NEED: The parish needs volunteers in the 
nursery

Week 1: WHY Prayer campaign for new 
and expecting moms and dads. Include 
prayer with that cute little picture.
+Add prayer to website

Week 2: WHO Use a story of a family that 
found a benefit to the nursery.
+Get volunteer form on website
+Email story

Week 3: WHAT Request volunteers
+Sign up on website
+Message on app

Information AND Inspiration



Practical Tips for Content

! Check the Information & Inspiration ratio

! Add stories of what happened and why it 

mattered

! Speak to the heart

! Good pictures vs clipart



Photos

! A great camera is 
on the phone!

! Use a  ministry 
that takes pictures

! Know the diocese 
guidelines

! The 360 Workshop 
app has links to 
free photo sites
Agenda|Session 2
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Channels
Bulletins

Websites

Apps

Text and Email

Social

Print
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Bulletin

Purpose: 
Inform and Inspire to Action

! Common Mistakes
! Practical Tips



Co
m

m
on

 
M

is
ta

ke
s ● Static front cover and static content

● Too much information- ratio

● Poor use of images

● Poor design, inconsistent layout



Static 
Image

Static 
Content

First 
impression



Holy Days

Feast Days

Solemnities

Ordinary Time

Saints







Letter from the Pastor



One page 
layout
! Color - use 

pastel colors
! Pictures - one 

good photo is 
better than 10 
other images

! Consider the 
language

! Fonts
! View as a 2-

page spread



Take a look

Fonts | Pictures | Color | Space



Take a look

Fonts | Pictures | Color | Space



Take a look

Fonts | Pictures | Color | Space



Pr
ac

tic
al

 T
ip

s ● Consider moving static info to the 
website

● Check the Information & Inspiration 
ratio

● Add stories of what happened and 
why it mattered

● Good pictures & graphics vs clipart

● Consistent 2 - 3 fonts

● Use columns and balanced design 
based on 2-pg spread



Bulletin Review

• 5-minutes

• Not your own Bulletin

• Circle three things done 
well in GREEN

• Circle three things that 
could improve in RED

• Write comments



Website

Purpose: Virtual Front Door

! Common Mistakes
! Practical Tips



Technically

Moses was the first person with a tablet 
downloading data from the cloud



Co
m

m
on

 
M

is
ta

ke
s ● Not mobile responsive

● Poor quality images

● Cluttered/crowded and hard to 
find what you need

● Dated content or incomplete 



Static Image

Static Content



Not long ago



Today







Pr
ac

tic
al

 T
ip

s ● Inviting and welcoming home 
page

● Clear the clutter, concise 
navigation is a must

● Great quality pictures

● Easy to get to the most 
desired info

● Keep the content updated

● Know the software



Website Review

• 5-minutes

• Four websites to review

• Website Review Worksheet

• Answer the questions



Website Review

Website #1

http://www.stjosephbc.org/

Website #2

https://www.stthomasmore.org/

Website #3

http://www.stjosephdayton.org/

Website #4

https://sacredheartfla.org/

http://www.stjosephbc.org/
http://www.stthomasmore.org/
http://www.stjosephdayton.org/
https://sacredheartfla.org/


App

Purpose: Connect where people are present 
and listening

! Common Mistakes
! Practical Tips



Co
m

m
on

 
M

is
ta

ke
s ● Just a mobile website

● Not sending messages

● Not promoting and launching

● No faith help opportunities







Pr
ac

tic
al

 T
ip

s ● Send 2-3 push notifications a 
week

● Have features that inspire

● Make sure it works with the 
phone

● Always be launching

● Cross promote

● Find a team



Texting
Personal space

Instant messaging

Short messages

Informal

Do not abuse

Know Diocese 
guidelines



Email
Archival space

Use a service

Look at open rates

Cross promote

Be available to reply

Be authentic!



Practical Tips

! Active use of messages:

" App Push Notifications: 2-3 week

" Text: only as needed

" Email: on a regular schedule

! Cross promote -- Bulletin,  Website, Email and App

! Balance of Inspiration and Information



Questions?



What’s next?

Hand in your bulletin

Lunch

Ask the experts

Let’s Pray!




