		

Second Sunday of Advent
Second Sunday of Advent
Luke (3: 3-6)
John went throughout the
whole region of the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins,
as it is written in the book of the words of the
prophet Isaiah:

A voice of one crying out in the desert:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.
Every valley shall be filled
and every mountain and hill shall be made low.
The winding roads shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

Our Lady of Guadalupe
In 1531, when the indigenous peoples of
Mexico were subjugated and the practice of
human sacrifice was still a recent memory, the
Mother of God appeared to St. Juan Diego as
a pregnant native woman, now known as Our
Lady of Guadalupe.
She sent him with miraculous flowers in his
cloak to tell the bishop to build a church where
people could receive her Son and her loving,
tender care. When St. Juan Diego opened the
cloak before the bishop, an image of Our Lady
was revealed that remains to this day. The chapel
was quickly built, millions embraced Christianity,
and the Church increased its protection of the
indigenous peoples.
By embracing the mission entrusted to him, St.
Juan Diego helped bring Christ’s transforming
love to cultures gripped by oppression and death.

“Dear brothers and
sisters, let us prepare
to meet Christ! Let us
prepare the way for
him in our hearts and
in our communities.”
—St. John Paul II,
Dec. 6, 1998
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